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A Study of Universalization at Primary School
Level in Sanand Taluka

DR. SUNANDA S. CHRISTI
Associate Professor,
Smt. M.N.K. Dalal Education College for Women, Ahmedabad

Abstract:

After the implementation of the constitution within the ten years, it will be the responsibility of the state
government to make effort to provide free compulsory education to all the children of the age group of
6 to 14 years of the country without any discrimination of caste, colour, sex” There has been a delay in
achieving this goal of universal free and compulsory primary education. And the following reasons can
be considered the common reasons. Economic condition of parents' Ignorant parent shortage of
physical material, insufficient understanding about education belief of the society against imparting
education to the girls, difficulties in recruitment of the teachers Backwardness, environment etc. Years
passed away offer-getting freedom, even though the provision of the constitution could not be shaped.
We could not reach up to the decided goal. Therefore, this study has been undertaken for the
assessment of universalization of primary Education.

Keywords: Compulsory primary education, Universalization, Primary education

1. Introduction

Today’s era means an era of Education. The scope of education has been increased so much that there
is no limit of it. As the scope of education increased the intense efforts have been done making
education extensive.

The beginning of compulsory Primary education in India was in 1918 by the Law formed in old
Bombay region. This law is known as “Patel Act”, because Sardar Vallabhbhai's elder brother
Vithalbhai Patel was its maker. Between 1918 to 1930 all British regions at that time made the law of
compulsory Primary Education for their own areas.

Universalization of Primary Education is our national motto. Since last for decades, the educational
field has remained weak and has been suffering from stagnation even though the education is given the
priority. Government has done many types of efforts for the children’s entrance in school and
maintenance of their study. To achieve this aim various motivations and plans have been started. e.g.
Midday meal, Scholarships for the students coming from economically poor families. Help of
Textbook, Uniforms etc., to evaluate the condition of families by visiting the home now and then
Education without load, competency-based education adult education, wave delighted education
(Tarang Ullasmay Shikshan) etc.,

According to article 45" of the constitution the provision of primary education for the children of the
age group of 6 to 14 years. Should be done this primary education should be free. So that the people of
all strata can take its advantage without experiencing any type of economic difficulty. This education
should be given as compulsory, so that there is no explanation of any child. According to article 45" of
constitution which is as follows.

2. Statement of the problem and the definitions of the words
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In the present study, the problem has been mentioned as: A study of universalization at primary school
level in Sanand Taluka. The practical definitions of words used in the study are as follows:

3. Definition of the words related to Terminology
To make the problem well determined in any research while explaining the importance of terminology
Whitney says: “To define a problem means to put a fence around it to separate it by careful distinction

3.1 Sanand Taluka
A Taluka out of 7 Talukas of Ahmedabad District in Gujarat State.

3.2 Universalization
According to the article 45" of constitution to give universally free and compulsory education without
any distinction of colour caste, sex and Race to all children of age 6 to 14.

3.3 Study
In the present research study of study about the factors playing roles in the process of universalization
of primary Education.

4. Objectives of research

Following are the objectives of the present research:

. To get the data about the physical facilities of the school.

. To get the no of students and teachers in school.

. To get the reserved numbers of the students studying in school year wise and standard wise.
. To know the ration of standard wise wastage of children in school.

. To know the efforts done for the admission and stagnation.

. To know the standard wise ratio of wastage and stagnation in school.
. To know the reasons about wastage and stagnation.

. To know the No of students who have left the school.

. To know the efforts done for getting good results of the students.

OO ~NO O~ WN -

5. Questions of Research

. Are there enough physical facilities in the school?

. Which types of efforts are undertaken for the admission of the children in school?

. Which types of efforts are done for children’s admission and making them stable in the school?

. Is there adequate educational staff? Which efforts are done for the good results of the children’s?
. What are the reasons for the wastage and stagnation of children standard-wise?

. Which are the supporting programmes of obstructing factors of universalization?

. What is the ratio of wastage of the children standard-wise in school?

. How are the factors obstructing universalization?

ONO OIS, WN B

6. Scope and Limitations of the study

In the present research 120 schools of Sanand Taluka which is one of the Ahmedabad District becomes
the population. The students of std 1 to 7 of 70 primary schools run by Panchayat of Sanand Taluka is
the sample of the present study.

Following are the limitations of the present study:
e This study is limited only for the primary schools run by panchayat only of Sanand Taluka
e This study is limited only for the Gujarati Medium schools.
e This study is limited for the Academic year 2004-2005.

Print, International, Referred, Peer Reviewed & Indexed Monthly Journal

RET Academy for International Journals of Multidisciplinary Research (RAIJMR)



International Journal of Research in all Subjects in Multi Languages Vol. 11, Issue: 3, March: 2023

[Author: Dr. Sunanda S. Christi] [Sub.: Education] I.F.6.133 (JRSML) ISSN: 2321 - 2853

7. Research Methodology
When any research work is undertaken, the method related to the research is to be selected Data is to be
collected for research. For data collection, various methods are current and known. They are as follows:
1. Historical Research
2. Survey Method
3. Experimental Method

In the present research the survey method is used.

7.1 Tool
In the present study the questionnaire has been used as a tool for data collection.

7.2 Data collection and Data Analysis

The researcher selected the questionnaire as tool for the data collection in context to this problem. The
process of organizing in the proper form the data collected from the various schools separately with the
help of response sheets for the present study and then classifying and observing as well as interpreting
it is important on the part of the researcher. The analysis sheet was prepared based on that frequency
tables are prepared, and the percentages were calculated.

8. Finding of research
Following are the Finding of the present research.

e The schools having std 1 to 7 are at the distance of more than %2 km than the schools having std 1 to
3. There are many schools having roots of thin sheet and the schools having 1 to 4 rooms are many.

e The proportion of schools, getting done the paperwork in craft is more and the magazine namely
“Balsrushti” is found in many schools.

¢ The no of schools having charts and scientific instruments are more.

e The parents of the children who are likely for admission are aware of the admission procedure.
Such schools are more, and they registered the name by moving from one house to another house.

e The schools which caused to put on the caps to the children along with the drum welcomed with
pigment on forehead with red turmeric and gave sweets to them are many.

e The schools which are organizing various activities for the students so that they stay after their
registration are more. The schools which contact the parents. So that the admission of the
admissible children be successful and effective are many.

o There are more schools which are making efforts to reduce the load on the part of their children and
the parents of the children are specially interested in the education of their children. The no. of
schools where the students are more due to parent's contact are many.

e The number of students can be increased with the midday program.

e The reasons which are responsible for children’s not staying in school are economic condition
absence in school irregularity their help to parents and household work etc.

e The proportion of girls rather than boys among the admissible children for school is less.

e Schools are making efforts to organize the cultural programme so that it can be seen through their
eyes, and they may get good result.

9. Implications of research
The implications of the present research are as follows.
¢ In Sanand Taluka the condition of complete school for primary Education is vary good.
Schools at a short distance and having magazines are more.
Student-Teacher ratio is equal.
School is making efforts for getting goal results and registering the names of children.
There are more schools that are performing admission festival.
The migration of parents is responsible for the reason that the children are not attending the school.
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10. Recommendations regarding research
They are as follows to make universalization of primary education based on the finding of the study in
present research.
o |t is necessary that the children get the adequate physical facilities, and the proportion of children
should be maintained.
e |t is necessary to make efforts to reduce the proportion of wastage and stagnation and to make the
parents aware in advance for the registration of their children.
¢ It is more essential to increase the achievement by finding the reasons of failure among the children
and give acceleration to the educational process by diagnostic and remedial work.
e The admission festival can be made more effective by seeking the co-operation of village people.
e The efforts should be made to increase the attraction towards school and the lady teachers are
recruited in the schools of rural area.

11. Future Research
Any research work has no end but at same place it should be given some step. In present work also
there were some limitations about time and other difficulties, but the study has been done about the
universalization at primary school level of Sanand Taluka. Even though there remained some matter in
the question form in the study. Some suggestion can be made for future studies based on the results of
the present study. They are:
¢ A study about the obstacles for the primary schools of rural area.
o A critical study of the present curriculum at primary level and the examination system.
o A study of the problems of the children of std 1 to 7 who are leaving the school in the middle of the
study in Gujarat State.
e A study of obstructing factors in the implementation of Universal Primary Education.
¢ A study of wastage and stagnation in primary education.
e A study of social and economic reasons which are obstructing the implementation of
Universalization of primary education.

12. Conclusion

In the present study the research has suggested the necessary task by analyzing and implementing the
universalization of primary education from Sanand Taluka. This effort of the researcher will be fruitful
if it will be helpful to remove the obstructing factors to attain the goal of Universalization of primary
education according to the article 45" of the constitution.
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Construction and Standardization of Civic values Inventory for
Secondary School Studentsof Mehsana City

DR. JIGNESHKUMAR P. MODI URMILA RAVAT
Assistant Professor Librarian,
S.T.T. College, Visnagar Government College, Ahmedabad
Abstract:

Many people do not have a clear idea of the rapidly diminishing limits of our environment. The basic
natural components of the human environment are still regarded as inexhaustible and the attitudes
resulting from this point of view are reflected to an alarming degree and indeed often in entire
lifestyles. A basic change of people’s attitude towards their environment and its natural resources are a
necessary and urgent prerequisite for a rational and wise management and improvement programme.
Constructive attitude and values towards the environment both in philosophical and pragmatic senses
have not yet become an ingredient in everybody is thinking and acting. This remains the basic objective
of the present study. The study is an attempt to construct and standardize the Civic Values Inventory for
secondary school students of Mehsana city. For those investigators used item analysis techniques and
established validity and reliability of the Civic values inventory.

Keywords: Attitude, Constructive attitude, Civic values

1. Introduction

The term “Value” comes from the Latin word “Valere” this means, “To be of worth”. Values are the
guiding principles of life, which are conducive to all-round development. They give direction and
firmness to life and bring joy, satisfaction, and peace of life.

The concept of value differs from knowledge e.g. it has normative elements in addition to a cognitive
element. “Value” is a broader term, which includes not only moral values but also aesthetic, cultural,
intellectual, social, political, and economic values. It is relevant to discuss the relationship between the
behavior of man and his environment. Until the last few centuries, man and his environment worked
well together. But with science and technology man has tried to destroy the environment. Few
environmental problems are pollution, biomagnifications, greenhouse effect and global warming, ozone
depletion of natural resources, natural degradation etc. the major challenge facing present day society is
the need for developing environmental values to protect our environment.

There is a paramount need to create consciousness of the environment. It must permeate all ages and
sections of society beginning with the child. Environmental consciousness should involve teaching in
school and colleges. As, a investigator felt that today education lacks the inculcation of the
environmental attitude and values due to inadequate environmentally based curriculum, inadequate
infrastructure and facilities, inadequate training of teachers, administrators, inadequate student activity
related to environment. The school curriculum does not allow for the development of attitude and
values to sustain the environment. Thus, it is essential to include certain components that communicate
essential values in their totality. Therefore, it is a felt need to study the “civic values” of students. As
there is no suitable tool available, the investigators have decided to develop and standardize a scale to
measure civic values of secondary school students.
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2. Definition of terms

According to C. V. Good dictionary the term “CIVIC VALUES” is separately defined as under. The
term "CIVIC" means “An individual or group act designed to perpetuate or advanced community, state
or national affairs."

The term "VALUE" means, “any characteristics deemed important because of psychological, social,
moral or aesthetic considerations; commonly used, in plural; as in counseling to refer to build, in inner
system of beliefs from which one can gain security or support.”

For the present study the term, "CIVIC VALUES" is defined as: an individual or groups act based on
an inner system of beliefs for betterment of community, state, or national affairs. In present context
civic values are studied with respect to;

1.Cleanliness 4.Electricity conservation
2.Afforestation 5.Waste management
3.Water conservation 6.Safety of public property

Further these civic values are operationalized as...

1. Cleanliness: Cleanliness is defined as keeping surrounding such as house, school, and public places
free from dust, pollutant, or harmful substance.

2. Afforestation: The process of nurturing and planting more trees along with preventing them from
being felled down is called afforestation.

3. Water conservation: Water conservation is defined as careful and optimal use of water with out
wastage.

4. Electricity conservation: Electricity conversation is defined as careful and optimal use of electricity
with out wastage.

5. Waste management: Waste management is defined as the fruitful/successful use of something or
object that can be re utilized / recycled without being discarded.

6. Safety of public property: Safety of public property is defined as taking care and preserving public

property.

3. Objectives of the Study

For the present study the following objectives have been formulated.
1. To construct the civic values inventory for secondary school students.
2. To standardize the civic values inventory for secondary school students.
3. To establish the validity and reliability of the civic values inventory.

4. Civic values inventory

There is no ready-made tool available to measure civic values among secondary school student in
Guijarati. So, researcher has constructed the civic values inventory. The procedure of construction and
standardization of the CV1 as follows:

To construct the tool, the investigators used the following techniques and tools:
1.Interview with secondary school students
2.“Civic values” tool prepared by Mr. Modi during his Master’s degree in Education
3.Environmental attitude Inventory (EAI, Milfont & Duckitt, 2005) through Internet
4.Environmental attitude and ecological behavior questionnaire.

After collecting the source materials cited above the investigators proceeded to construct the first draft
of civic values inventory having 86 statements of which 49 were positive sentences & remaining 37
were negative statements. Each statement is set of five scales of “Always”, “Frequently”,

“Occasionally”, “Rarely”, “Never” and weight of 5,4,3,2,1 is given for positive statements and the
score is reversed for the negative statements. all the 86 statements are grouped under six dimensions
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viz, cleanliness consists 19, afforestation consists 15, water conservation consists 12, electricity
consists 12, waste management consists 16, safety of public property consists 12 statements.

5. Content Validity

Initially, CVI tool was given to eight experts related with education field. Incorporating the changes
suggested by the panel, few statement ware modified, few statement were discarded in a CVI1. The CVI
having 66 statements is ready for item analysis.

6. Item Analysis

Next step in the standardization of a CVI is the item analysis. In order to find out the t-value and co-
efficient of co-relation, the tool was administered in two secondary school of Mehsana city. The total
120 secondary school students consist of 8™, 9" and 10" standard. The civic values inventory scores
were found out and they were valued in descending order. Then 27% of the subjects (high) with highest
total scores and 27% the subjects (low) with the lowest total scores were shorted out for the purpose of
item selection. The t- value and coefficient of co-relation were computed. The following table shows
the original serial number of the statements, t-value, and coefficient of co-relation and nature of the
statement.

Table 1: The statistics of Item Analysis

Rank Number| Original Serial Number |t-value r Nature of the statement
1 59 6.88 |0.53 Positive
2 18 554 |0.46 Positive
3 63 544 |0.55 Negative
4 24 539 10.47 Negative
5 54 519 |0.58 Positive
6 35 491 1044 Positive
7 61 4.89 10.37 Positive
8 6 4.83 0.37 Negative
9 23 4.75 10.45 Negative
10 26 4.63 10.50 Positive
11 21 4.45 |0.49 Positive
12 52 444 041 Positive
13 40 440 1042 Positive
14 9 4.39 |0.46 Positive
15 43 4.22 1043 Positive
16 31 4.21 1043 Positive
17 36 4.20 |0.37 Negative
18 28 3.98 0.47 Positive
19 44 3.95 0.27 Positive
20 39 3.94 0.32 Positive
21 49 3.93 1044 Positive
22 27 3.92 1044 Positive
23 53 391 042 Positive
24 50 3.80 0.26 Positive
25 62 3.76  |0.46 Negative
26 41 3.71 1043 Positive
27 47 3.70 |0.37 Positive
28 37 3.65 10.49 Negative
29 29 3.63 0.26 Positive
30 5 3.58 1042 Negative
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Rank Number Original Serial t-value r Nature of the statement
Number

31 58 3.56 ]0.33 Negative
32 25 3.56 0.32 Positive
33 64 3.55 0.38 Positive
34 16 3.54 10.33 Negative
35 30 3.48 |0.48 Positive
36 10 3.45 10.34 Positive
37 45 3.42 10.36 Negative
38 38 340 0.35 Positive
39 60 3.26  |0.36 Negative
40 17 3.09 0.33 Positive
41 1 3.07 10.29 Negative
42 12 299 10.32 Negative
43 48 298 0.51 Negative
44 34 297 [0.44 Negative
45 57 294 0.27 Positive
46 19 292 041 Positive
47 46 2.89 |0.25 Positive
48 3 2.88 |0.25 Positive
49 33 2.84 0.25 Positive
50 42 2.83 |0.33 Positive
51 20 2.79 0.31 Positive
52 22 2.74 10.30 Positive
53 11 2.67 0.39 Negative
54 66 2.13 |0.25 Negative
55 51 2.07 10.25 Negative
56 14 1.85 0.17 Negative
57 8 1.74 10.16 Negative
58 65 1.71 0.18 Negative
59 15 1.65 031 Negative
60 2 154 0.25 Negative
61 55 1.19 10.09 Positive
62 7 0.93 0.18 Positive
63 32 0.86 |0.06 Negative
64 13 048 [0.13 Negative
65 56 -0.263 [0.06 Negative
66 4 -0.27 |0.08 Negative

Those items with the t-value of 1.96 or more were retained. If the t-value of the item was found less
than 1.96, then those items were discarded. The final form of the civic values inventory has 55 items.
With this the final tools were readied for the next process of standardization. The coefficient of
correlation of retained items is 0.25 and more, it indicts the items of the civic values inventory are
reliable. In the civic values inventory, 19 items are negative and 36 items are positive.

7. Reliability of the Inventory
The reliability of the civic values inventory was established by the spilt-half method and test-retest
method.
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In the spilt-half method, the inventory was divided in to two equivalent halves. One half consisted of
all the odd number items and the other half of the even number items. The scores for each half for each
subject were computed. Using sprearman-Brown Prophency formula the coefficient of correlation was
computed.

In the test-retest method, the civic values inventory was given and repeated on the same group after
interval of 3 weeks and the coefficient of correlation was computed between the first and second sets of
the score. The reliability coefficient for both the tools ware calculated. The table no. 2 shows the
reliability coefficients of the civic values inventory, which indicts both the tools found to be reliable.

Table 2: Reliability Coefficient of the Civic Values Inventory
Sr. Method Used No. of Students | Reliability coefficient
1 | Spilt-half Method | 59 0.87
2 | Test-Retest Method | 54 0.67

8. Significance of the Study

Environment being the heritage for all the enormity of the task is such that no government anywhere
can address itself to all problems. It must be movement of the people, by the people and for the people.
A society or a country is nothing but an extension of individuals. Hence very dynamic program on
environmental education is needed in all sectors of the society. Special emphasis is needed on children
because educating a child is educating generations. Present system of education should be modified
that that student should come out with better attitude and values to take proper step to conserve
resources and physical environment in sustaining life.

This study and civic values inventory consider those situations, which are familiar to learner in his
home, school, and community. This would help learner to solve the immediate environment problems.
This civic values inventory could help to inculcate values among students to create better society. The
same tool will help the researchers in field of education doing further research.
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1. Introduction

We use and share information when speaking, listening, watching, writing or by other methods. We
require information in our day-to-day activities — such as, for study, research, problem solving or even
entertainment. Have you ever wondered how information is generated, accumulated and made available
to us? Well, people acquire knowledge through study and experience and make their views,
observations, experimental research results, etc. known to other human beings by writing or other
means of communication.

Information is generated from all kinds of human activities. Individuals and organizations, both
generate information for some purpose or the other. For example, R &D organizations carry out
research and generate new information. Government organizations, through their various activities,
such as governance, administration, census and surveys, generate information. This way information

is being generated and recorded in variety of sources and is made available for public use.

2. Objectives

(1 define Information and Information Sources;

(1 state the characteristics of Information Sources;

[1 distinguish between Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Sources of Information;
(1 identify documentary and non-documentary sources; and

[1 trace the history of development of information sources.

3. Definition of information

Collins English Dictionary defines information as ‘i) knowledge acquired through experience or study,
i) Knowledge of specific timely events or situations- such as news, iii) The act of informing or
condition of being informed — by an office, an agency, etc. iv) A collection of facts or data- such as
statistical information, and v) processed, stored and transmitted data- such as in computer science, etc.

The above definitions show that information is a term with many meanings depending upon the context
and is closely related to concepts such as knowledge, instruction, data and communication. In terms of
communication, information is a message received and understood. In terms of data, it can be defined
as a collection of facts from which conclusions can be drawn. In terms of knowledge, it is something,
which we acquire individually through experience and education. However, knowledge is personal,
individual and involves practical use of information. It can be shared but might be perceived
differently.

By going through the above definitions, we may define that facts, conclusions, ideas, and creative
works of human intellect and imagination that have been communicated formally or informally in any
form, is ‘information.” Information can be transported, stored or shared without any difficulty. Today,
we can access and find information on almost everything.
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4. Information sources

The sources from where we get information are called information sources and these comprise
documents, humans, institutions as well as mass media like radio and television. The most important
informal form of sharing information is by personal communication, where people make their thoughts
and wishes known to each other. People communicate in many ways, for example by talking, writing
letters, making telephone calls and also through Internet. People all over the world share views, ideas,
observations, experimental research results, etc. with fellow human beings.

Apart from personal communication, we all depend on other sources of information for news, study,
research and entertainment or even for solving our day-to-day problems. Some of these sources are
newspapers, books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, radio, television, Internet, etc. At present, a wide range of
these sources are available and all of us depend on these recorded information sources as well as on
mass media like television and radio for getting information.

We can get information from various institutions. For instance, before taking admission we consult
educational institutions like schools, colleges and universities. Apart from academic institutions,
several government organizations, health institutions, R&D organizations, S&T Institutions, Industries,
etc. serve as useful source of information in their respective areas of activities. All of us have seen and
used many of these sources. In this lesson, you will study these information sources; categorize them
based on their type, information contents and physical form. You will also study the historical
development of these sources.

5. Types of information sources

Information sources are organized according to their information contents, type, media or form to cater
to the different needs of the users. We can group information sources into two broad categories as
follows:-

) Documentary Sources

[J Non-Documentary Sources

5.5.1 Documentary Sources

All recorded sources of information, irrespective of their content and form, come under documentary
sources. These may be published or unpublished, in print or in electronic form. These may be books,
periodicals, magazines, or reference books and others. Documentary Sources can be further categorized
based on their information contents and physical form as follows:-

1 Documentary Sources (By Content)

[1 Documentary Sources (By Form)

(a) Documentary Sources of Information (By Content)

All recorded sources of information such as books, periodicals, articles, dictionaries, newspapers,
dissertations, guidebooks, directories, etc. are organized into quite basic and fundamental categories
based on their information content and organizational level. These are:—

1 Primary

[J Secondary, and

(1 Tertiary sources of information.

(i) Primary Sources

Primary sources are those sources which contain original information that has been published, reported
or recorded for the first time. Primary sources include raw data, new interpretation of previously known
facts or idea, any new observation or experiment, etc. Information tends to be latest and comes out in
the form of an article in a periodical, monograph, research report, patent, dissertation, reprint of an
article or some other work. By its very nature, the primary sources of information are widely scattered
and it is difficult to locate the information contained in them. Following is the selected list of primary
sources of information:-

(1 Periodicals
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1 Newspapers

(1 Technical Reports
(] Dissertations

(1 Conference papers
] Patents

[J Standards

Problems of Primary Sources

Primary sources are widely scattered and are available in such a large number that it is extremely
difficult to keep track of all that is published even in a single discipline. To solve this problem, this
widely scattered information in primary sources is constantly being compressed, organized and
rearranged according to some definite plan and communicated through another set of publications
called secondary sources of information.

(ii) Secondary Sources

Secondary sources of information are mostly dependent upon primary sources of information for their
existence. They usually present the contents of primary documents in condensed form or list them in a
helpful way so that existence of primary documents are known and access to them is made easy. Based
on the reorganization of information in these sources, the secondary sources can be grouped under four
broad types:-

(1 Index/Abstract Type

) Survey Type

1 Reference Books

(1 Technical Translations

Index/Abstract Type

The word ‘index’ is derived from the Latin word ‘indicare’, which means to ‘point out’ or ‘to show’.
Index types of secondary sources scan the primary sources, select the relevant items and arrange them
in helpful sequence for easy and quick retrieval. Under this category, indexes, bibliographies, indexing
and abstracting periodicals, and current awareness services are covered. These are secondary
publications which list and arrange the relevant items from the primary documents for easy and quick
access. For instance, indexing and abstracting periodicals systematically scan the current primary
sources of information (like periodicals, research reports, conference proceedings, etc.) on a particular
subject field, select the relevant items, index (or provide brief summary of) each item, and arrange it in
a helpful sequence so that each item can be easily located and identified. Indexing and abstracting
periodicals are brought out at regular intervals and keep users abreast of the current literature on a
subject and serve as important guides to the primary literature. Without these secondary sources, a
large part of primary literature may remain unknown and unused.

Survey Type

These publications survey the selected portion of primary literature and provide

1 An overview of the subject

() Highlight significant literature on the subject (Treatises)

(1 Depict the progress of a particular field of study (Annual Reviews,advances, etc.) or

[J Present the contents of primary literature on a subject in easy and understandable form keeping in
view the particular group of users. (Textbooks)

Reference Books

Reference books/sources provide answers to factual queries, statistical information, and background
information on a special or general subject. Sources like dictionaries, encyclopaedias, directories,
yearbooks, almanacs, maps and atlases etc. come under reference sources. These sources are used for
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finding out facts on a topic. These sources often have the subject headings in alphabetical order for
finding the information quickly. These sources are used for consultation and not for continuous
reading. These are not available for a loan from the library.

Translations

Whenever a primary source is translated into another language for the benefit of the users who are not
familiar with the language of the original source, the translation becomes a secondary source. Some
primary research periodicals in Russian, Chinese, and Japanese languages are translated cover-to-cover
in English for English speaking users.

(iii) Tertiary Sources

Tertiary sources are based on primary and secondary sources of information and serve as key to the
primary and secondary sources. Tertiary sources are usually compilation from primary or secondary
sources and help the searcher to select required primary or secondary source which will be most
relevant for his purpose. These publications do not carry subject information but guide the users to the
source where information on that subject will be available. Under tertiary sources of information come
publications like ‘guide to the literature’, ‘guides to the reference sources’, bibliography of
bibliographies, etc. In the order of appearance, first primary sources are published, then based on
primary sources, secondary sources are compiled. Tertiary sources are third in the order of appearance
and these sources are based on primary as well secondary sources and serve as guide to primary as well
secondary sources.

(b) Documentary Sources of Information (By Form)

Based on their physical form, recorded sources can be broadly grouped into:-

(1 Paper Based Documentary Sources; and

1 Documentary Sources on Other Media

Paper Based Documentary Sources

Paper based documentary sources include published as well as unpublished sources. Published sources
are those sources which are printed in large number of copies by publishers. These sources are usually
priced and meant for public use. Unpublished sources are not printed. Only a few copies are produced
which are meant for restricted circulation. Examples of unpublished sources of information include
thesis and dissertations, technical reports, manuscripts, etc. These are further described in Lesson 6 of
this module.

Documentary Sources on Other Media

As we are aware, recorded sources are available in a wide range of formats, which may be audio,
audio-visual, electronic media, optical media or microforms.

a) Sound or Audio recording: Audio cassettes, Audio tapes, etc.

b) Visual images Still: Slides; Filmstrips; Transparencies; Photographs.

¢) Visual Images- Moving: Films; Videotapes; Video disks, etc.

d) Artifacts and Realia: Globes; Relief models, etc.

e) Electronic Media: Magnetic tapes, Discs, Drum, etc.

f) Optical Media: CD-ROM, DVD, Blu-ray Disc, etc.

g) Microforms: Microfilms, microfiche, etc.

Information sources in different formats serve different purposes. Some of them are used as supporting
tools for teaching and learning, some for archival purposes and some of them are used as storage
devices. Different audio-visual aids, which one can hear as well as see, enhance learning process. It has
been observed that on an average you can retain 10 % of what you read, 30 % of what hear and 50% of
what you hear as well as see and 90% of what you do. Visual aids such as slides, transparencies,
photographs, etc. are very effective in conveying information and message particularly to people who
cannot read. Moving visual images like films, video tapes, video discs, etc. are more effective in
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information transfer than the still images like photographs, transparencies, slides, etc. CD-ROM
(Compact Disc Read Only Memory) and DVD (Digital Versatile Disc) are good storage as well as
learning devices. One CD-ROM (12 cm in diameter) can store as many as 325,000 pages of
information. You will learn more about these sources in subsequent sections. Microforms contain
reduced images of books, maps, charts or photographs. Microforms presently are used for preservation
of information contained in old and rare documents. For reading what is stored in microforms, you
need a microfilm reader printer, which enlarges the image so that it can be read by naked eye and
printed if desired.

Sound or Audio Recording: All of us are familiar with audio cassettes and audio tapes we use at
home for listening to music. Now to enhance learning many publishers are offering their books in print
as well as in other media such as on audio cassettes, CD, MP3-CD, and cassettes. Some websites offer
free audio books, which one can download on iPod, MP3 player, and smart phone.
(http://www.booksshouldbefree.com/)

Avrtifacts and Realia

Artifacts are hand crafted objects made by human skill or works that are historically and
archaeologically interesting, for example a tool, cave painting, etc. ‘Realia’ is a term used in library
science and education to refer to certain real life objects. For example, different types of woods or
fabrics or coins or any other object that help in understanding things better are termed ‘realia’.

Electronic Media

Electronic media are media that require electronics or electromechanical energy to access the content
by the end-user. The primary electronic media sources cover video-recordings, audio recordings,
multimedia presentations, CD-ROM, and on-line presentations. Although the term is usually associated
with content recorded on storage medium, recordings are not required for some electronic media like
live broadcasting and online networking. Any equipment used in electronic communication process
(such as television, radio, telephone, desktop computer, video games, console, and handheld devices)
also comes under electronic media.

Magnetic Storage Media

Magnetic storage devices store data on surface coated with a magnetic substance. This covers analog as
well as digital magnetic storage media. Magnetic media include audio and video recordings which
contain reel-to-reel tapes, audiocassette tapes and video tapes which magnetically store sound and
pictures. Three common types of magnetic storage devices are tapes, discs and hard drives. Tapes were
the first type of magnetic storage media. It is either reel-to-reel or in cartridge form. Tapes are
inexpensive type of magnetic storage but they are slow. You must either rewind or advance the tape to
access the required data. Tapes now have limited role because magnetic disc has proved to be a
superior storage device. Further in discs, data can be accessed directly as opposed to data on tape,
which can be accessed only sequentially. Discs like floppy discs transfer small amount of data either
between computers or to backup discs. Nearly all computers used to have floppy drive, but they have
since been replaced by CDs or DVDs or Blu-ray Disc. Hard drives can store vast amount of data and
are called random access device, which means you don’t have to search through hard drive to find data
before retrieving it.

Optical Storage Media Optical media are storage media that hold the content in digital form and the
content are written and read by LASER. These media include CD-ROM, DVD Blu-ray Disc and all
variations of the first two formats, such as CD-R (Read only), CD-RW (Re-writable), DVD-R, DVD-
RW, etc. A DVD has more data storage capacity than a CD and has better sound and picture quality. A
CD has storage capacity of about 700 MB where as a DVD can store about 4.5 GB of data. CD-R and
DVD-R record data only once and the data become permanent on the disc. Some discs, such as CD-
RW and DVD-RW are re-recordable. The data on these discs can be erased and re-recorded a number
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of times without damaging the disc. Blu-ray Disc is a high-density optical storage device and can store

25 GB (single layer) to 50 GB (double layer) data on a single disc. Blu-ray Disc is used as a recording
medium for video material, such as feature films.
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The Impact of Government Fiscal Policy on Economic Growth

NEHA SHANKARLAL PARMAR

Abstract:

This research paper investigates the influence of government fiscal policy on economic growth. Using
a panel dataset of 30 countries over a ten-year period, we analyze the relationship between government
spending, taxation, and economic growth. The findings suggest that fiscal policy can have both positive
and negative effects on economic growth, depending on its composition and timing. This research
paper aims to investigate the influence of government fiscal policy on economic growth. The study
employs a panel dataset spanning 30 countries over a ten-year period and utilizes fixed-effects
regression analysis. The research objectives include examining the relationship between government
spending, taxation, and economic growth. Hypotheses are formulated to test the impact of fiscal policy
variables on economic growth. The findings suggest that well-targeted government spending can
stimulate economic growth, while excessive taxation can hinder it.

Keywords: Impact, Government fiscal policy, Economic growth

1. Introduction

Government fiscal policy, encompassing decisions regarding government spending and taxation, plays
a pivotal role in shaping a nation's economic performance. The aim of this research is to examine how
fiscal policy affects economic growth. We hypothesize that well-targeted government spending can
stimulate economic growth, while excessive taxation can hinder it. This research seeks to
comprehensively analyze the impact of fiscal policy on economic growth. Specifically, it explores the
relationship between government spending, taxation, and economic growth. The research objectives are
to assess whether fiscal policy variables have a statistically significant impact on economic growth and
to provide insights into the implications for policymakers. This research paper provides a brief
overview of the impact of government fiscal policy on economic growth. In practice, research papers
are typically more extensive, with more comprehensive literature reviews, data analysis, and
discussion. Researchers should follow specific guidelines and adapt the format and content to their
research objectives and requirements.

2. Literature Review

Prior research in the field has yielded mixed results regarding the impact of government fiscal policy
on economic growth. Some studies argue that government spending, particularly when directed towards
infrastructure and human capital development, can stimulate economic growth (Barro, 1990).
Conversely, other research suggests that high levels of taxation can discourage work, saving, and
investment, potentially hindering economic growth (Mankiw, Romer, & Weil, 1992).

3. Research Objectives
The primary research objectives are as follows:
1.To examine the relationship between government spending as a percentage of GDP and economic
growth.
2.To assess the impact of the effective tax rate on economic growth.

4. Hypotheses
Based on the research objectives, the following hypotheses are formulated:
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Hi: There is a statistically significant positive relationship between government spending as a
percentage of GDP and economic growth.

Hz: There is a statistically significant negative relationship between the effective tax rate and
economic growth.

5. Methodology

We use a panel dataset covering 30 countries over a ten-year period, employing fixed-effects regression
analysis to examine the relationship between fiscal policy variables and economic growth. Our primary
independent variables include government spending as a percentage of GDP and the effective tax rate.

5.1 Data Collection
A panel dataset is collected, encompassing 30 countries over a ten-year period. Data on government
spending, taxation, and economic growth are sourced from reputable international databases.

5.2 Tool Construction
A structured research tool is designed for data collection. It includes variables related to government
spending, taxation, and economic growth. The tool is rigorously tested for reliability and validity.

6. Data Presentation
Table 1: Descriptive Statistics of Variables

| Variable [ Mean | sStd.Dev. | Min || Max |
\Government Spending (%) 122,56 I6.78 152 357 |
[Tax Rate (%) |25.84 l4.62 201 [335 |
IGDP Growth (%) 13.02 .21 [

7. Empirical Analysis

Our regression results indicate a statistically significant positive relationship between government
spending and economic growth (p < 0.05). For every 1% increase in government spending as a
percentage of GDP, economic growth increases by 0.2%.

Conversely, the effective tax rate shows a statistically significant negative relationship with economic
growth (p < 0.05). A 1% increase in the tax rate leads to a 0.1% decrease in economic growth.

8. Hypotheses Testing

Regression analysis is employed to test the hypotheses. Fixed-effects regression models are used to
examine the relationship between fiscal policy variables and economic growth. Statistical significance
is assessed at a significance level of 0.05.

9. Findings

9.1 Government Spending

The results of the fixed-effects regression analysis reveal a statistically significant positive relationship
between government spending as a percentage of GDP and economic growth (p < 0.05). For every 1%
increase in government spending, economic growth increases by 0.2%.

9.2 Taxation

The analysis indicates a statistically significant negative relationship between the effective tax rate and
economic growth (p < 0.05). A 1% increase in the tax rate leads to a 0.1% decrease in economic growth
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10. Discussion

Our findings support the hypothesis that government fiscal policy can impact economic growth.
However, it is essential to note that the composition of government spending matters. Investments in
education, infrastructure, and research and development tend to have a more positive effect on growth
than other forms of government expenditure.

11. Conclusion

In conclusion, this research highlights the complex relationship between government fiscal policy and
economic growth. Well-targeted government spending can stimulate growth, while excessive taxation
can hinder it. Policymakers should carefully consider the composition of fiscal policy to maximize its
positive impact on economic growth.
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Adichie’s ‘Americanah’
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Abstract:

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie may be referred to as actually the voice of a twenty first century Nigerian
girl and is placed by critics as the third-generation African ladies' writers. Adichie was born in Enugu,
African nation on September fifteen, 1977. She spent her childhood in university city of Nsukka, where
her father worked as a Deputy Vice-Chancellor and a academic whereas her mother was the university
registrar. Growing up within the university atmosphere had a clever impact on her delicate mind.
While she was still studying medicine at the University of Nigeria she edited The Compass, a magazine
run by the university's Catholic medical students, then moved to the US for further study. Through
Americanah Adichie portrays a different picture of what America is to a Nigerian and how it dwindles
into something else. While the narrative deals with a Nigerian woman's encounter with America, it also
has undertones of love and deception, race and colour, up rootedness and desperation to move back to
one'ss homeland. Ifemelu and Obinze are star crossed lovers who were companions since high school
but life decides a different destiny for both. Americanah unravels the grim side of their great American
dream and how an Igbo Nigerian woman metamorphoses herself into an American citizen but that
longing for home and her old flame brings her back to her roots in Lagos.

Keywords: Identity, Immigration, Race, Belonging, Discrimination

The novel Americanah has been described by the author herself as an “unapologetically old-fashioned
love story” Adichie has also described her writing within the tradition of social realist fiction. Her
claim is justified by the fact that she was decided to view aspects of the immigrant reality that do not
only include the economic side, but also discuss a description of the attitudes in the United States
towards issues such as race, immigration and beauty, and the impact that such nations have on the
psyche of the protagonist, Ifemelu. The novel focuses on the construction both individual and social of
identity in the context of immigration, but also on economic status, skin colour, hair, education, and
blogging. In the very first chapter of the novel she stated,

“Race is totally overhyped these days; black people need to get over

themselves, it is all about class now, the haves and the have-nots,”

Ifemelu’s experience in the America undoubtedly helps to views all these different issues while made a
cross-cultural conversation about what it means to be black and African black in America. The
protagonist of the novel, Ifemelu, an undergraduate student who move to 3. America to finish her
degree, she must learn how to live in a society with a racial reality that was completely unknown to her
in Nigeria. She was interested in a writing a blog her blog titled Raceteenth or Various Observations
about American Blacks (Those Formerly Known as Negroes) by a Non-American Black in order to
view the daily routine and some of the racial issues that still very much affect the African American
community, and the impact of these on other non-white minorities, as it will be commented on later.
Americanah is a clear statement that race still matters in now a day’s America. While the novel is
fiction, it should be stated that some of the issues, especially those related to being black in America,
somehow shows the personal experience that writer Adichie lived in the United States as a black person
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and explore the notion of race as a socio-cultural construct as evidenced in the novel, and it will aim to
account what “being black” really means, and the effects and consequences that race may have in re
shaping a person’s identity. The interesting thing about Ifemelu is that whenever she visited to salon,
she keep the comb along with her because the salon’s combs doesn’t work on her hair. when the
worker of salon touched her and said why don’t you moisturize it properly and she replied,

““1 like my hair the way God made it

Ifemelu writes a lifestyle blog titled Raceteenth or Various Observations About American Blacks
(Those Formerly Known as Negroes) by a Non-American Black. The very title of the blog, even though
quite long for a blog and not very catchy, already reflects some of the topics related to race that will be
dealt with in the story. The fact that terminology such as African American and American African
exists can be used to prove that skin colour and other physical features are not enough in order to
divide a country’s population into clear-cut divisions due to appearance. At the same time, their
existence also proves that race in America is indeed a socio-historical construct whose effect sare felt
across many different racial and ethnic groups, and even across immigrant minorities. Ifemelu comes
from Nigeria, where social class is a relevant operating social category, but that is not the case with
race. Nigerian history is marked by colonial struggles and tribal conflicts, but race is not an issue
because the country has not experienced racial tensions in the same way other African countries, such
as South Africa, have experienced racial discrimination.

Curt was a white boyfriend of Ifemelu he has the untamed golden hair and handsome face, the athlete’s
body, the sunny charm, and the smell, around him, of money. If he were fat, older poor, plain,
eccentric, or dreadlocked, then it would be less remarkable, and the guardians of the tribe would be
mollified, the fact that the United States is a self-proclaimed colour-blind nation. Race is an
uncomfortable topic to deal with, but avoiding it is not going to make it disappear. Adichie has stated in
numerous interviews that the problem of race in America could be better understood by having an
honest conversation about race, and indeed this book is a perfect text to reopen such a debate. To talk
about race is felt throughout many layers of American society, but it is urgent to start the dialogue to
understand some of the issues that are still damaging and creating conflict within African American
and other non-white communities in the US. Undoubtedly, one of the many arenas in which race is
conflicting is the way in which beauty has been represented for centuries as being mainly a white
domain. The people in white countries always trusted on white peoples the same situation arise when
Obinze facing the difficulties by taking a loan from the bank his friend explain him the trick that,

“...you must find a white man. Find one of your white friends in England.
Tell everybody he is your General Manager. You will see how doors
will open for you because you have an oyinbo General Manager. Even
Chief has some white men that he brings in for show when he needs
them. That is how Nigeria works. | am telling you.”

While praising Adichie as “an extraordinarily self-aware thinker and writer, possessing the ability to
lambaste society” (Peed). One of the most highlighted aspects of Americanah is the fact that, unlike
most immigrant stories, the protagonist decides to return to Nigeria despite the success that she has
achieved in America (Raboteau). The term “Americanah” is used in the novel in order to refer to those
immigrants who have returned to Nigeria from the United States and have assimilated certain aspects
of American culture (e.g., a new taste for food, wheather, the importance of customer service, a foreign
accent). Ifemelu observed those different accents of American public which filled with holes, mangling
words until they were impossible to understand. Ifemelu sensed, from his demeanor, a deprived rural
upbringing that the person tried to compensate for with his American affectation, his gonnas and
wannas. She does not know that why people felt jealous about each other’s of having being white and
then afterwards she feels relaxed of having being black. Even though the protagonist points to a general
tendency of avoiding discussions on race and to assert that the concept belongs to the past, there are
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numerous statements found not only on the web, but also on the news and newspapers that prove that
race still matters today. For instance, during the last couple of years, two big productions from
hollywood have dealt with race and they have not escaped controversy. Quentin Tarantino’s Django
Unchained (2013) was severely criticised because of the way in which the film deals with slavery, and
because a white director dared to choose such a sensitive event of America’s history as a nation. In
February, 2014, Steve McQueen’s 12 Years a Slave was awarded the Oscar as Best Motion Picture, an
incredible feat for the director and the cast that was not uncontroversial. While some criticized the fact
that McQueen is not African American (he is Black-British), and showed a reluctance to face such a
turbulent history, others claimed that the film was undeserving of such an award but, had it lost to the
other nominees, the Academy would have been thought of as racist. So, Americanah continues the
narrative of race in the US, this time in the twenty-first century, but it proves that the consequences of a
racist past can still be felt today, and it also serves as an opportunity to reopen a centuries old
conversation about race that is always left unfinished. By portraying the character of Ifemelu, Adichie
does not focuses only on race but she observed many things like teeth, clothes, food which differ from
the non-blacks. Indeed, the novel can work in many levels as a key text in cross-cultural
communications, because, even though the context of slavery and racial oppression is discussed in
history books and the media, especially when referring to racial discrimination, there are aspects
associated with blackness (e.g., colourism or the importance of hairdos) of which non-black people are
usually unaware. This is precisely what this novel has done: it has opened the gates to many new
realities which are usually ignored from a mainstream, Euro-American standpoint. Therefore, the
novels main focus is on topics such as skin colour, hair texture, race and beauty is the proliferation of
stories related to all these aspects since women such as Michelle Obama and Lupita Nyong’o have
gained presence in the media believe that their appearance is essential in order to revise, challenge, and
redefine beauty and people’s perception of it on a global scale.

Adichie showing the discrimination of languages like how Igbo and American languages are
completely different she described this languages problem in her protagonist Ifemelu. She always
observed the accent of black peoples who lives in America. Americanah defines an identity based on
previous experience of living in America. Finally, Ifemelu and Obinze return to Nigeria and they meet
up. They start seeing each other daily and rekindle their romance. They spend blissful weeks together,
but then break up again in the face of his marriage. So Obinze tries to divorce Kosi, but she will not
accept it. After seven months Obinze shows up at Ifemelu’s door, saying he is leaving Kosi and wants
to try again with Ifemelu. She invites him in and thay builds a life for themselves there. She encounters
white privilege and how it can blind people to issues about race. In her blog mentioned with titled So
What is the Deal?

“They tell us race is an invention, that there is more genetic variation between two black people than
there is between a black person and a white person. Then they tell us black people have a worse kind of
breast cancer and get more fibroids. And white folk get cystic fibrosis and osteoporosis. So, what is the
deal, doctors in the house? Is race an invention or not?

Ifemelu overcomes her initial insecurities and starts to celebrate her blackness and femininity Her
identity becomes a hybrid one: she no longer belongs to Nigeria, or to America. She belongs in the
Nigerian diaspora, her identity open to change and re-inscription and perpetually in motion. Ifemelu
manages to overcome the stereotypes: she becomes a successful writer by attacking racial issues, earns
a scholarship a return to her home country, where she continues to use her blogging skills for her new
job.

“The first step to honest communication about race is to realize that you cannot equate all racisms.”

The blog posts serve as a direct way of giving critique to racial and gender matters and adding to the
conversation regarding those issues. Because Americanah is written from an outside perspective, the
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perspective is unburdened by America’s racial history. It can shed new light on what it means to be
black in America and therefore contributes to understanding the notion of race and gender in African
American literature. Perhaps it is not possible to write an honest novel about race as an American or
African American citizen, but Chimimanda Ngozi Adichie is neither. Her outside view gives
Americanah an honest and refreshing perspective. Adichie’s Americanah offers an outside perspective
on what it means to be black in America and therefore contributes to understanding the notion of race
and gender. Immigrants in literature written by or about Africans in west, aims to portray black
characters in a realistic way in order to be able to identify with them. Americanah is filled with social
commentary about race and modern representations of black characters. However, Americanah cannot
be African American literature, since it is written by and features a Nigerian woman who has lived in
America, but is not African American. She was invited by schools and companies for her talk. She
often confused with the notion that why is it only black people that are criminals and why all the
criminals are black people. Adichie major character in the novel Ifemelu always differentiate the life
Lagos and New York she describes this in her blog that

“Lagos has never been, will never be, and has never aspired to be like New York, or anywhere else for
that matter. Lagos has always been undisputably itself, but you would not know this at the meeting of
the Nigerpolitan Club, a group of young returnees who gather every week to moan about the many
ways that Lagos is not like New York as though Lagos had ever been close to being like New York.
Full disclosure: 1 am one of them. Most of us have come back to make money in Nigeria, to start
businesses, to seek government contracts and contacts. Others have come with dreams in their pockets
and a hunger to change the country, but we spend all our time complaining about Nigeria.

Adichie aims to describe the experience of black immigrant women in the United States and to undo
the double colonisation that black women suffer from. The novel reflects Adichie’s views and her
observations on the notion of race. Adichie was asked by an interviewer that you write with satirical
precision about the way black people are patronised in the US and the UK — often in a well-meaning
way. How widespread is this condescension? One of your characters — Kimberley — describes all black
people as "beautiful”.
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The Problem of Poverty: A Comprehensive Analysis

DR. DHARMISHTHA B. SOLANKI

Abstract:

Poverty is a global challenge that affects millions of individuals, families, and communities,
undermining human dignity and impeding socio-economic development. This research article presents
a thorough analysis of the multifaceted issue of poverty, exploring its underlying causes, complex
consequences, and potential solutions. Drawing from extensive research and empirical evidence, this
article delves into the various dimensions of poverty, its impact on society, and the policies and
interventions aimed at addressing this critical problem.

Keywords: Poverty, Global challenge, Impact on society

1. Introduction

Poverty is a pressing global issue that transcends geographic, cultural, and economic boundaries,
affecting individuals, families, and entire communities. It is a multi-faceted problem with profound
implications for human well-being, economic development, and social cohesion. This comprehensive
analysis delves into the intricate dimensions of poverty, aiming to provide a deeper understanding of its
origins, consequences, and potential remedies.

1.1 Defining Poverty

At its core, poverty refers to the condition in which individuals or households lack the resources
necessary to enjoy a minimal standard of living. This standard typically includes access to nutritious
food, clean water, adequate shelter, education, healthcare, and participation in cultural and social
activities. Poverty manifests in various forms, ranging from absolute deprivation, where individuals
struggle to meet basic survival needs, to relative poverty, which involves an inability to maintain the
average living standards within a particular society.

1.2 Significance and Prevalence of Poverty

The significance of poverty lies not only in its immediate impact on those experiencing it but also in its
far-reaching implications for society. Poverty hampers economic growth, exacerbates social
inequalities, and poses a formidable barrier to achieving sustainable development goals. Despite the
progress made in reducing global poverty rates, millions still live in destitution. The World Bank
estimated that, as of 2021, over 9% of the global population (approximately 700 million people) lives
in extreme poverty, defined as surviving on less than $1.90 per day.

1.3 Purpose and Scope of the Analysis

This research aims to comprehensively explore the problem of poverty from various angles. It will
investigate the root causes, consequences, and possible strategies for alleviation. While acknowledging
that poverty manifests differently in diverse contexts, the analysis will identify common threads that
contribute to its persistence. By shedding light on these issues, this research hopes to contribute to the
ongoing global conversation on poverty eradication and provide insights that can inform evidence-
based policies and initiatives.

The subsequent sections of this article will delve into the complex causes of poverty, its multifaceted
consequences, the methods used to measure and understand it, government policies and interventions
aimed at poverty alleviation, international efforts in addressing this challenge, as well as the various
challenges and controversies associated with tackling poverty. Finally, the article will conclude by
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offering policy recommendations and emphasizing the urgency of collective action in addressing the
problem of poverty.

2. Objectives

The comprehensive analysis of the problem of poverty is driven by several key objectives:

To Understand the Root Causes: Investigate and analyze the diverse factors contributing to poverty,
including income inequality, limited access to education and healthcare, discrimination, and economic
vulnerabilities.

1. To Examine Consequences: Explore the multi-dimensional consequences of poverty on individuals,
communities, and societies, including its impacts on health, education, economic productivity,
social cohesion, and intergenerational cycles of poverty.

2. To Investigate Measurement and Understanding: Discuss the methodologies and indicators used to
measure poverty, including absolute and relative measures, multidimensional approaches, and the
poverty cycle, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of how poverty is assessed.

3. To Explore Policy Interventions: Analyze government policies and interventions designed to
address poverty, including social safety nets, educational and healthcare initiatives, labor market
reforms, and housing and infrastructure programs.

4. To Assess International Efforts: Evaluate international efforts and commitments to combat poverty,
focusing on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, international aid programs, and
global partnerships for poverty reduction.

5. To Address Challenges and Controversies: Delve into the challenges and controversies surrounding
poverty eradication efforts, such as cultural and social factors, political obstacles, and issues related
to measuring progress and impact.

6. To Offer Policy Recommendations: Provide evidence-based policy recommendations for
addressing poverty, emphasizing the importance of strengthening social safety nets, investing in
education and healthcare, promoting inclusive economic growth, and fostering international
cooperation.

3. The Causes of Poverty

Poverty is a complex issue driven by a web of interconnected factors that vary across regions and
populations. This section explores five key causes of poverty, shedding light on the underlying
dynamics and their impact on individuals and communities.

3.1 Income Inequality

Income inequality stands as one of the foremost drivers of poverty. It encompasses not only disparities
in earnings but also differences in wealth accumulation and asset ownership.

Wealth Disparities: The concentration of wealth among a small portion of the population widens the
gap between the rich and the poor, exacerbating poverty. Inherited wealth, unequal access to financial
resources, and disparities in property ownership contribute to this divide.

Wage Stagnation: Stagnating wages for low and middle-income workers hinder economic mobility
and make it challenging to escape poverty. Factors such as automation and the decline of labor unions
play a role in this stagnation.

Global Economic Trends: Global economic shifts, including the rise of technology, outsourcing of
jobs, and changes in work, have contributed to income inequality. Those with skills suited to the
modern economy have reaped greater rewards, leaving many behind.

3.2 Lack of Access to Education

Education is often regarded as a pathway out of poverty. However, unequal access to quality education
perpetuates the cycle of poverty.

Education as a Pathway Out of Poverty: Education equips individuals with skills and knowledge
necessary for better employment opportunities and income potential. It empowers people to break free
from poverty by improving their socio-economic prospects.
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Educational Disparities: Disparities in educational access, quality, and resources, both within and
between countries, hinder social mobility. Factors such as inadequate schools, lack of teachers, and
barriers to enrollment disproportionately affect disadvantaged populations.

3.3 Health Disparities

Health and poverty are intertwined in a vicious cycle. Poor health can lead to poverty, and poverty can
exacerbate health problems.

Health as a Determinant of Poverty: Health issues can limit an individual's ability to work, leading to
income loss and potential poverty. Lack of access to healthcare and preventive services can worsen
health outcomes.

Access to Healthcare: Disparities in healthcare access and quality affect marginalized populations.
High healthcare costs, lack of insurance, and limited access to healthcare facilities can perpetuate
poverty through health-related expenses and reduced productivity.

3.4 Discrimination and Social Exclusion

Discrimination and social exclusion based on factors like race, ethnicity, gender, and disability are
powerful drivers of poverty.

Role of Discrimination in Perpetuating Poverty: Discriminatory practices in employment, housing,
education, and other domains limit opportunities for marginalized groups, trapping them in poverty.
Prejudices and biases can result in unequal treatment.

Social Policies and Inclusion: Inclusive social policies and efforts to combat discrimination are
critical in addressing poverty. Promoting equal opportunities and challenging discriminatory practices
are essential steps in breaking the cycle of poverty.

3.5 Economic Shocks and Vulnerability

Economic shocks, such as recessions and natural disasters, can push individuals and families into
poverty. Vulnerability to these shocks can be exacerbated by socio-economic factors.

The Impact of Economic Crises: Economic downturns, job losses, and financial crises can have
immediate and long-term impacts on poverty rates. Vulnerable populations are often the hardest hit
during these crises.

Building Resilience: Strategies for reducing poverty must include measures to build economic
resilience among communities. This includes safety nets, job training, and policies that cushion the
blow of economic shocks.

Understanding these underlying causes of poverty is crucial for developing effective strategies to
alleviate it. These drivers are often interconnected, and addressing them requires a multi-pronged
approach that combines social, economic, and policy interventions.

4. Measuring and Understanding Poverty

Understanding poverty requires more than just identifying its causes; it involves the development of
effective measurement tools and a comprehensive understanding of how poverty manifests across
different contexts. This section delves into the methodologies used to measure poverty, the concept of
the poverty cycle, and the spatial and urban-rural dimensions of poverty.

4.1 Poverty Thresholds and Metrics

4.1.1 Absolute vs. Relative Poverty

Absolute Poverty: Absolute poverty is defined by a fixed poverty threshold, often based on the income
needed to meet basic needs such as food, shelter, and clothing. The most common international
benchmark for absolute poverty is the World Bank's poverty line, set at $1.90 per day. Absolute
poverty measures focus on the most basic human requirements and provide a clear threshold for
poverty assessment.

Relative Poverty: Relative poverty, in contrast, measures poverty in relation to the income or living
standards of the broader society. Individuals or households are considered relatively poor if their
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income or resources fall significantly below the average or median income of their society. This
measure highlights disparities and social inequalities within a given context.

4.1.2 Multidimensional Poverty

Multidimensional poverty recognizes that poverty is not solely about income. It encompasses a range
of factors, including access to education, healthcare, clean water, housing, and more. By considering
multiple dimensions of well-being, multidimensional poverty indices provide a more comprehensive
understanding of poverty and help policymakers target interventions more effectively. Examples of
such indices include the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) developed by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).

4.2 The Poverty Cycle

4.2.1 Vicious Cycle of Poverty

The poverty cycle refers to the self-reinforcing mechanisms that trap individuals and families in
poverty. It typically involves a series of interrelated factors, including limited access to education, low
income, poor health, and reduced economic opportunities. For example, a lack of access to quality
education can result in lower-skilled employment, which perpetuates low income, making it difficult
for individuals to invest in education or escape poverty.

4.2.2 The Role of Policy Interventions

Breaking the poverty cycle requires targeted policy interventions. Effective policies can disrupt the
cycle by addressing the root causes of poverty, such as improving educational access, providing social
safety nets, and promoting job creation. Policy interventions can play a crucial role in empowering
individuals and families to escape poverty and improve their well-being.

4.3 Spatial and Urban-Rural Dimensions of Poverty

4.3.1 Rural Poverty Challenges

Poverty is not evenly distributed across geographic areas. Rural areas often face distinct challenges,
including limited access to basic services, inadequate infrastructure, and reliance on subsistence
agriculture. These challenges can result in higher poverty rates in rural regions, making it essential to
design policies that address the unique needs of rural populations.

4.3.2 Urbanization and Poverty

Urbanization can both alleviate and exacerbate poverty. While cities offer economic opportunities and
access to services, they also face issues such as overcrowding, informal settlements, and
unemployment. Understanding the dynamics of urban poverty is crucial for designing effective urban
development and poverty reduction strategies.

This section highlights the complexity of measuring and understanding poverty. The choice between
absolute and relative poverty metrics, consideration of multidimensional aspects, recognition of the
poverty cycle, and understanding the spatial and urban-rural dimensions of poverty are all essential
elements in crafting policies and interventions aimed at poverty reduction and sustainable development.

5. Challenges and Controversies in Addressing Poverty

Effectively addressing poverty is a complex endeavor that involves navigating a range of challenges
and controversies. This section examines some of the key obstacles encountered in poverty eradication
efforts, including cultural and social factors, political and policy challenges, and the difficulties of
measuring progress and impact.

5.1. Cultural and Social Factors

5.1.1 Stigma and Social Attitudes

Poverty is often accompanied by stigma and negative social attitudes. People living in poverty may
face discrimination, stereotypes, and blame for their circumstances. These attitudes can deter
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individuals from seeking assistance, participating in programs, or advocating for their rights.
Overcoming the stigma associated with poverty is crucial for building inclusive societies and effective
anti-poverty interventions.

5.1.2 Cultural Norms and Poverty

Cultural norms and traditions can both perpetuate and alleviate poverty. In some cases, deeply
ingrained cultural practices may limit opportunities for marginalized groups, particularly women and
minority populations. However, culture can also be a source of resilience and social support. Balancing
respect for cultural diversity with efforts to challenge harmful norms is a delicate task in poverty
reduction.

5.2 Political and Policy Challenges

5.2.1 Political Will and Leadership

Poverty reduction requires strong political will and effective leadership at both national and
international levels. Political leaders must prioritize poverty alleviation, advocate for relevant policies,
and allocate resources accordingly. Challenges may arise when political agendas prioritize other
objectives, leading to insufficient commitment to poverty eradication.

5.2.2 Budget Allocation and Prioritization

Adequate funding and resource allocation are essential for implementing poverty reduction programs
effectively. Budget constraints, competing priorities, and misallocation of resources can impede
progress. Decision-makers must balance budget considerations with the urgency of addressing poverty,
often requiring difficult choices and trade-offs.

5.3 Measuring Progress and Impact

5.3.1 Data Limitations

Accurately measuring poverty and its changes over time is a significant challenge. Data limitations,
including incomplete or outdated information, can hinder the assessment of poverty levels and trends.
Addressing these limitations often requires investments in data collection, analysis, and reporting
systems.

5.3.2 Monitoring and Evaluation

Assessing the impact of poverty reduction programs and policies is essential for accountability and
effectiveness. However, conducting rigorous monitoring and evaluation can be challenging. Defining
clear indicators, establishing baselines, and measuring long-term impact require resources and
expertise.

Navigating these challenges and controversies is critical for policymakers, organizations, and advocates
committed to poverty eradication. Recognizing the importance of cultural sensitivity, addressing
political and policy barriers, and improving data and evaluation mechanisms can help foster more
effective anti-poverty efforts. Ultimately, overcoming these obstacles is essential to making tangible
progress in the fight against poverty and its far-reaching consequences.

6. Conclusion

6.1 Recapitulation of Key Insights

Throughout this comprehensive analysis of poverty, we have explored the intricate web of factors that
contribute to this complex and persistent problem. From income inequality and limited access to
education and healthcare to the role of discrimination and economic shocks, poverty's causes are deeply
interconnected. We have examined its consequences on health, education, economic productivity, and
social cohesion, recognizing that poverty is not merely an economic issue but a multi-dimensional
challenge with far-reaching implications.
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In understanding poverty, we have also delved into the various methods used to measure it, including
absolute and relative poverty metrics and the importance of multidimensional approaches. We've
recognized the existence of a poverty cycle, wherein limited access to education, low income, poor
health, and economic vulnerability perpetuate one another. Effective policy interventions have been
highlighted as key tools for breaking this cycle and empowering individuals and communities to escape
poverty.

Furthermore, we've acknowledged the spatial and urban-rural dimensions of poverty, emphasizing the
unique challenges faced by rural areas and the complex dynamics of urbanization.

6.2 The Ongoing Battle Against Poverty

The battle against poverty is an ongoing, global endeavor that transcends borders and requires
sustained commitment. Poverty remains a stark reality for millions of people worldwide, with its
consequences deeply affecting individuals and societies. It is incumbent upon governments,
organizations, and individuals to address this issue with urgency and determination.

While progress has been made in reducing poverty rates, significant challenges persist, often
exacerbated by global economic uncertainties, natural disasters, and the enduring effects of
discrimination and social exclusion. The COVID-19 pandemic has further exposed vulnerabilities,
underscoring the need for resilience and adaptability in poverty alleviation efforts.

6.3 The Need for Collective Action

Addressing poverty necessitates collective action on multiple fronts. It demands not only political will
and sound policy-making but also cultural sensitivity, social inclusion, and a commitment to equality
and human rights. Breaking the cycle of poverty requires investment in education, healthcare, and
social safety nets, as well as fostering economic growth that benefits all segments of society.
International cooperation and solidarity are paramount in the fight against poverty. The United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, international aid programs, and global partnerships provide
frameworks for shared action. Collaboration among governments, civil society, businesses, and
individuals is essential to achieving sustainable, inclusive development and reducing poverty on a
global scale.

7. Conclusion

In conclusion, poverty is a deeply entrenched and pervasive issue, but it is not insurmountable. By
understanding its causes, consequences, and complexities and by adopting evidence-based policies and
initiatives, we can work collectively to alleviate poverty and create a world where every individual has
the opportunity to live a life of dignity and well-being. The fight against poverty is not only a moral
imperative but also a pathway to a more just and prosperous future for all.
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