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Education in Idia: A Review
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Abstract:

Education in India is provided by the public sector as well as the private sector, with control and
funding coming from three levels: central, state, and local. Taxila was the earliest recorded centre of
higher learning in India from at least 5th century BCE and it is debatable whether it could be
regarded a university or not. The Nalanda University was the oldest university-system of education in
the world in the modern sense of university.!?! Western education became ingrained into Indian society
with the establishment of the British Raj.

Education in India falls under the control of both the Union Government and the states, with some
responsibilities lying with the Union and the states having autonomy for others. The various articles of
the Indian Constitution provide for education as a fundamental right. Most universities in India are
controlled by the Union or the State Government.
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1. Introduction

India has made progress in terms of increasing primary education attendance rate and expanding
literacy to approximately two thirds of the population.®! India's im1proved education system is often
cited as one of the main contributors to the economic rise of India.”! Much of the progress, especially
in higher education and scientific research, has been credited to various public institutions. The private
education market in India is merely 5% although in terms of value is estimated to be worth $40 billion
in 2008 and will increase to $68—70 billion by 2012. INDIA also known as Education HUB. However,
India continues to face stern challenges. Despite growing investment in education, 25% of its
population is still illiterate; only 15% of Indian students reach high school, and just 7% graduate.!”?
The quality of education whether at primary or higher education is significantly poor as compared with
major developing nations. As of 2008, India's post-secondary institutions offer only enough seats for
7% of India's college-age population, 25% of teaching positions nationwide are vacant, and 57% of
college professors lack either a master's or Ph.D. degree.

As of 2011, there is 1522 degree-granting engineering colleges in India with an annual student intake
of 582,000, plus 1,244 polytechnics with an annual intake of 265,000. However, these institutions face
shortage of faculty and concerns have been raised over the quality of education.

2. Overview

India’s education system is divided into different levels such as pre-primary level, primary level,
elementary education, secondary education, undergraduate level and postgraduate level. The National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is the apex body for curriculum related
matters for school education in India.”) The NCERT provides support and technical assistance to a
number of schools in India and oversees many aspects of enforcement of education policies. In India,
the various curriculum bodies governing school education system are:

e The state government boards, in which the majority of Indian children are enrolled.
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e The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). CBSE conducts two examinations, namely,
the All India Secondary School Examination, AISSE (Class/Grade 10) and the All India Senior
School Certificate Examination, AISSCE (Class/Grade 12).

e The Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE). CISCE conducts three
examinations, namely, the Indian Certificate of Secondary Education (ICSE - Class/ Grade 10);
The Indian School Certificate (ISC - Class/ Grade 12) and the Certificate in VVocational Education
(CVE - Class/Grade 12).

e The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS).

e International schools affiliated to the International Baccalaureate Programme and/or the
Cambridge International Examinations.

e Islamic Madrasah schools, whose boards are controlled by local state governments, or
autonomous, or affiliated with Darul Uloom Deoband.

e Autonomous schools like Woodstock School, The Sri Aurobindo International Center of
Education Puducherry, Auroville, Patha Bhavan and Ananda Marga Gurukula.

In addition, NUEPA (National University of Educational Planning and Administration) and NCTE
(National Council for Teacher Education) are responsible for the management of the education system
and teacher accreditation.

3. 10+2+3 pattern

The central and most state board uniformly follows the "10+2+3" pattern of education. In this pattern,
10 years of primary and secondary education is followed by 2 years of higher secondary (usually in
schools having the higher secondary facility, or in colleges), and then 3 years of college education for
bachelor's degree. The 10 years is further divided into 5 years of primary education and 3 years of
upper primary, followed by 2 years of high school. This pattern originated from the recommendation
the Education Commission of 1964—66.

4. Primary education system in India

The Indian government lays emphasis to primary education up to the age of fourteen years (referred to
as Elementary Education in India.) The Indian government has also banned child labour in order to
ensure that the children do not enter unsafe working conditions. However, both free education and the
ban on child labour are difficult to enforce due to economic disparity and social conditions. 80% of all
recognized schools at the Elementary Stage are government run or supported, making it the largest
provider of education in the Country.

However, due to shortage of resources and lack of political will, this system suffers from massive gaps
including high pupil to teacher ratios, shortage of infrastructure and poor levels of teacher training.
Figures released by the Indian government in 2011 show that there were 5,816,673 elementary school
teachers in India. As of March 2012 there were 2,127,000 secondary school teachers in India.
Education has also been made free for children for 6 to 14 years of age or up to class VIII under the
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009.

There have been several efforts to enhance quality made by the government. The District Education
Revitalization Programme (DERP) was launched in 1994 with an aim to universalize primary
education in India by reforming and vitalizing the existing primary education system. 85% of the
DERP was funded by the central government and the remaining 15 percent was funded by the states.
The DERP, which had opened 160000 new schools including 84000 alternative education schools
delivering alternative education to approximately 3.5 million children, was also supported by UNICEF
and other international programmes.
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This primary education scheme has also shown a high Gross Enrollment Ratio of 93-95% for the last
three years in some states. Significant improvement in staffing and enrollment of girls has also been
made as a part of this scheme. The current scheme for universalization of Education for All is the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan which is one of the largest education initiatives in the world. Enrollment has
been enhanced, but the levels of quality remain low.

5. Private education

According to current estimates, 80% of all schools are government schools making the government the
major provider of education. However, because of poor quality of public education, 27% of Indian
children are privately educated. With more than 50% children enrolling in private schools in urban
areas, the balance has already tilted towards private schooling in cities; even in rural areas, nearly 20%
of the children in 2004-5 were enrolled in private schools. According to some research, private schools
often provide superior results at a multiple of the unit cost of government schools. However, others
have suggested that private schools fail to provide education to the poorest families, a selective being
only a fifth of the schools and have in the past ignored Court orders for their regulation.

In their favour, it has been pointed out that private schools cover the entire curriculum and offer extra-
curricular activities such as science fairs, general knowledge, sports, music and drama. The pupil
teacher ratios are much better in private schools (1:31 to 1:37 for government schools and more
teachers in private schools are female. There is some disagreement over which system has better
educated teachers. According to the latest DISE survey, the percentage of untrained teachers
(parameters) is 54.91% in private, compared to 44.88% in government schools and only 2.32%
teachers in unaided schools receive inservice training compared to 43.44% for government schools.
The competition in the school market is intense, yet most schools make profit. However, the number of
private schools in India is still low - the share of private institutions is 7% (with upper primary being
21% and secondary 32% - source : fortress team research).

Even the poorest often go to private schools despite the fact that government schools are free. A study
found that 65% of schoolchildren in Hyderabad's slums attend private schools.

6. Homeschooling

Homeschooling is legal in India, though it is the less explored option. The Indian Government's stance
on the issue is that parents are free to teach their children at home, if they wish to and have the means.
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal has stated that despite the RTE Act of 2009, if someone decides not to send
his/her children to school, the government would not interfere.

7. Secondary education

The National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986, has provided for environment awareness, science and
technology education, and introduction of traditional elements such as Yoga into the Indian secondary
school system. Secondary education covers children 14-18 which covers 88.5 million children
according to the Census, 2001. However, enrolment figures show that only 31 million of these children
were attending schools in 2001-02, which means that two-third of the population remained out of
school.

A significant feature of India's secondary school system is the emphasis on inclusion of the
disadvantaged sections of the society. Professionals from established institutes are often called to
support in vocational training. Another feature of India’s secondary school system is its emphasis on
profession based vocational training to help students attain skills for finding a vocation of his/her
choosing. A significant new feature has been the extension of SSA to secondary education in the form
of the Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
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A special Integrated Education for Disabled Children (IEDC) programme was started in 1974 with a
focus on primary education. but which was converted into Inclusive Education at Secondary Stage
Another notable special programme, the Kendriya Vidyalaya project, was started for the employees of
the central government of India, who are distributed throughout the country. The government started
the Kendriya Vidyalaya project in 1965 to provide uniform education in institutions following the
same syllabus at the same pace regardless of the location to which the employee's family has been
transferred.

A multilingual web portal on Primary Education is available with rich multimedia content for children
and forums to discuss on the Educational issues. India Development Gateway is a nationwide
initiative that seeks to facilitate rural empowerment through provision of responsive information,
products and services in local languages.

After passing the Higher Secondary Examination (the grade 12 examination), students may enroll in
general degree programs such as bachelor's degree in arts, commerce or science, or professional degree
programs such as engineering, law or medicine. India's higher education system is the third largest in
the world, after China and the United States. The main governing body at the tertiary level is the
University Grants Commission (India), which enforces its standards, advises the government, and
helps coordinate between the centre and the state. Accreditation for higher learning is overseen by 12
autonomous institutions established by the University Grants Commission. In India, education system
is reformed. In future, India will be one of the largest education hub.

As of 2009, India has 20 central universities, 215 state universities, 100 deemed universities, 5
institutions established and functioning under the State Act, and 33 institutes which are of national
importance. Other institutions include 16000 colleges, including 1800 exclusive women's colleges,
functioning under these universities and institutions. The emphasis in the tertiary level of education
lies on science and technology. Indian educational institutions by 2004 consisted of a large number of
technology institutes. Distance learning is also a feature of the Indian higher education system.

Some institutions of India, such as the Indian Institutes of Technology (1ITs), have been globally
acclaimed for their standard of undergraduate education in engineering. The 11Ts enroll about 10,000
students annually and the alumni have contributed to both the growth of the private sector and the
public sectors of India. However the 11T's have not had significant impact on fundamental scientific
research and innovation. Several other institutes of fundamental research such as the Indian
Association for the Cultivation of Science(IACS), Indian Institute of Science 11SC), Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR), Harishchandra Research Institute (HRI), are acclaimed for their
standard of research in basic sciences and mathematics. However, India has failed to produce world
class universities both in the private sector or the public sector.

The UGC has inter-university centres at a number of locations throughout India to promote common
research, e.g. the Nuclear Science Centre at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Besides there
are some British established colleges such as Harcourt Butler Technological Institute situated in
Kanpur and King George Medical University situated in Lucknow which are important center of
higher education. Central Universities such as Banaras Hindu University, Jamia Millia Islamia
University, Delhi University, Mumbai University, University of Calcutta, etc. are too pioneers of
technical education in the country. In addition to above institutes, efforts towards the enhancement of
technical education are supplemented by a number of recognized Professional Engineering Societies
such as;

1. Institution of Mechanical Engineers (India)

2. Institution of Engineers (India)

3. Institution of Chemical Engineering (India)

4. Institution of Electronics and Tele-Communication Engineers (India)
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5. Indian Institute of Metals

6. Institution of Industrial Engineers (India)
7. Institute of Town Planners (India)

8. Indian Institute of Architects

that conduct Engineering/Technical Examinations at different levels(Degree and diploma) for working
professionals desirous of improving their technical qualifications.

8. Open and distance learning

At school level, National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) provides opportunities for continuing
education to those who missed completing school education. 14 lakh students are enrolled at the
secondary and higher secondary level through open and distance learning.

At higher education level, Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) co-ordinates distance
learning. It has a cumulative enrolment of about 15 lakhs, serviced through 53 regional centres and
1,400 study centres with 25,000 counsellors. The Distance Education Council (DEC), an authority of
IGNOU is co-coordinating 13 State Open Universities and 119 institutions of correspondence courses
in conventional universities. While distance education institutions have expanded at a very rapid rate,
but most of these institutions need an up gradation in their standards and performance. There is a large
proliferation of courses covered by distance mode without adequate infrastructure, both human and
physical. There is a strong need to correct these imbalances.

Arjun Singh Center for Distance and Open Learning, Jamia Millia Islamia University was established
with the assistance of Distance Education Council in September 2002. Major objectives of the Centre
IS to provide opportunities for higher education to those who are not able to draw benefits from formal
system of education. The Open Learning System allows a learner to determine his pace of learning and
provides education at the doorstep of the learner. The mode of transaction is through self-learning print
material, supplemented by audio and video programmes. It has further scope of students accessing
material through internet and various other media.
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