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Abstract: 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the 

United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that 

by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity. The 17 SDGs are integrated—they recognize that 

action in one area will affect outcomes in others, and that development must balance social, economic, 

and environmental sustainability. The SDGs are designed to end poverty, hunger, AIDS, and 

discrimination against women and girls. The creativity, knowhow, technology, and financial resources 

from all of society is necessary to achieve the SDGs in every context. Over the past fifteen years, Street 

Business School (SBS) has empowered thousands of women living in poverty to become small scale 

entrepreneurs who triple their incomes. And when women have money in their pockets, that drives 

other key outcomes like better health for the family, educated children, lower birthrates, and more 

sustainable communities—all Sustainable Development Goals in and of themselves.. Our 86 Street 

Business School partners represent a variety of missions that address 14 of the 17 SDGs. But they all 

have one thing in common. And that one thing is that poverty exacerbates the issues they care about. 

We equip them with our successful, proven, and customizable entrepreneurial training curriculum. In 

turn, it helps them create a highly effective, uniquely adapted, economic empowerment program for 

the people they serve. 
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1. Why are the SDGs important? 

While each goal matters on its own, they all interconnect, incorporating social, economic, and 

environmental sustainability, or as the UN puts it, a global blueprint for dignity, peace and prosperity 

for people and the planet, now and in the future. According to Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director, The 

Earth Institute, Columbia University, adopting global goals is important for the following reasons: 

• Encourage social mobilization 

• Create peer pressure among political leaders 

• Spur networks of expertise, knowledge and practice into action 

• Mobilize stakeholder networks across countries, sectors and regions, coming together for a common 

purpose. 

 

2. The 17 SDGs are 

• No Poverty, 

• Zero Hunger, 

• Good Health and Well-being, 

• Quality Education, 

• Gender Equality, 

• Clean Water and Sanitation, 

• Affordable and Clean Energy, 

• Decent Work and Economic Growth, 

• Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, 

https://www.streetbusinessschool.org/blog/five-proven-strategies-to-help-women-living-in-poverty-increase-their-income/
https://www.streetbusinessschool.org/blog/five-proven-strategies-to-help-women-living-in-poverty-increase-their-income/
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• Reducing Inequality, 

• Sustainable Cities and Communities, 

• Responsible Consumption and Production, 

• Climate Action, 

• Life Below Water, 

• Life On Land, 

• Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, 

 

2.1 Goal 1: No poverty 

SDG 1 would end extreme poverty globally by 2030. The goal has seven targets and 13 indicators to 

measure progress. The five "outcome targets" are: eradication of extreme poverty; reduction of all 

poverty by half; implementation of social protection systems; ensuring equal rights to ownership, basic 

services, technology, and economic resources; and the building of resilience to environmental, 

economic and social disasters. A study published in September 2020 found that poverty increased by 7 

per cent in just a few months due to the COVID-19 pandemic, even though it had been steadily 

decreasing for the last 20 years. 

 

2.2 Goal 2: Zero hunger (No hunger) 

SDG 2 has eight targets and 14 indicators to measure progress. The five "outcome targets" are: ending 

hunger and improving access to food; ending all forms of malnutrition; agricultural productivity; 

sustainable food production systems and resilient agricultural practices; and genetic diversity of seeds, 

cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals; investments, research and technology. The 

three "means of achieving" targets include: addressing trade restrictions and distortions in world 

agricultural markets and food commodity markets and their derivatives.  

 

2.3 Goal 3: Good health and well-being 

SDG 3 has 13 targets and 28 indicators to measure progress toward targets. The first nine targets are 

"outcome targets". Those are: reduction of maternal mortality; ending all preventable deaths under five 

years of age; fight communicable diseases; ensure reduction of mortality from non-communicable 

diseases and promote mental health; prevent and treat substance abuse; reduce road injuries and 

deaths; grant universal access to sexual and reproductive care, family planning and education; achieve 

universal health coverage; and reduce illnesses and deaths from hazardous chemicals and pollution.  

 

2.4 Goal 4: Quality education 

SDG 4 has ten targets which are measured by 11 indicators. The seven "outcome-oriented targets" are: 

free primary and secondary education; equal access to quality pre-primary education; affordable 

technical, vocational, and higher education; increased number of people with relevant skills for 

financial success; elimination of all discrimination in education; universal literacy and numeracy; and 

education for sustainable development and global citizenship. Major progress has been made in access 

to education, specifically at the primary school level, for both boys and girls. 

 

2.5 Goal 5: Gender equality 

SDG 5 aims to grant women and girls equal rights, opportunities to live free without discrimination 

including workplace discrimination or any violence. This is to achieve gender equality and empower 

all women and girls. In 2020, representation by women in single or lower houses of national 

parliament reached 25 per cent, up slightly from 22 per cent in 2015. Women now have better access 

to decision-making positions at the local level, holding 36 per cent of elected seats in local deliberative 

bodies, based on data from 133 countries and areas. Whilst female genital mutilation and cutting 

(FGM/C) is becoming less common, at least 200 million girls and women have been subjected to this 

harmful practice. 
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2.6 Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation 

SDG 6 is to: "Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all". The 

eight targets are measured by 11 indicators. The six "outcome-oriented targets" include: Safe and 

affordable drinking water; end open defecation and provide access to sanitation and hygiene, improve 

water quality, wastewater treatment and safe reuse, increase water-use efficiency and ensure 

freshwater supplies, implement IWRM, protect and restore water-related ecosystems. The two "means 

of achieving" targets are to expand water and sanitation support to developing countries, and to support 

local engagement in water and sanitation management. 

 

2.7 Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy 

SDG 7 is to: "Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all". The goal 

has five targets to be achieved by 2030. Progress towards the targets is measured by six indicators. 

Three out of the five targets are "outcome targets": Universal access to modern energy; increase global 

percentage of renewable energy; double the improvement in energy efficiency. The remaining two 

targets are "means of achieving targets": to promote access to research, technology and investments in 

clean energy; and expand and upgrade energy services for developing countries. In other words, these 

targets include access to affordable and reliable energy while increasing the share of renewable energy 

in the global energy mix. This would involve improving energy efficiency and enhancing international 

cooperation to facilitate more open access to clean energy technology and more investment in clean 

energy infrastructure.  

 

2.8 Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth 

SDG 8 has twelve targets in total to be achieved by 2030. Some targets are for 2030; others are for 

2020. The first ten are "outcome targets". These are: sustainable economic growth; diversify, innovate 

and upgrade for economic productivity; promote policies to support job creation and growing 

enterprises; improve resource efficiency in consumption and production; full employment and decent 

work with equal pay; promote youth employment, education and training; end modern slavery, 

trafficking, and child labour; protect labour rights and promote safe working environments; promote 

beneficial and sustainable tourism; universal access to banking, insurance and financial services. In 

addition, there are also two targets for "means of achieving": Increase aid for trade support; develop a 

global youth employment strategy.  

 

2.9 Goal 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure 

SDG 9 has eight targets, and progress is measured by twelve indicators. The first five targets are 

"outcome targets": Develop sustainable, resilient and inclusive infrastructures; promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization; increase access to financial services and markets; upgrade all industries 

and infrastructures for sustainability; enhance research and upgrade industrial technologies. The 

remaining three targets are "means of achieving" targets: Facilitate sustainable infrastructure 

development for developing countries; support domestic technology development and industrial 

diversification; universal access to information and communications technology.  

 

2.10 Goal 10: Reduced inequality 

SDG 10 is to: "Reduce income inequality within and among countries". The Goal has ten targets to be 

achieved by 2030. Progress towards targets will be measured by indicators. The first seven targets are 

"outcome targets": Reduce income inequalities; promote universal social, economic and political 

inclusion; ensure equal opportunities and end discrimination; adopt fiscal and social policies that 

promotes equality; improved regulation of global financial markets and institutions; enhanced 

representation for developing countries in financial institutions; responsible and well-managed 

migration policies. The other three targets are "means of achievement" targets: Special and differential 

treatment for developing countries; encourage development assistance and investment in least 

developed countries; reduce transaction costs for migrant remittances.  
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2.11 Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities 

SDG 11 has 10 targets to be achieved, and this is being measured with 15 indicators. The seven 

"outcome targets" include: Safe and affordable housing, affordable and sustainable transport systems; 

inclusive and sustainable urbanization; protect the world's cultural and natural heritage; reduce the 

adverse effects of natural disasters; reduce the environmental impacts of cities; provide access to safe 

and inclusive green and public spaces. The three "means of achieving" targets include: Strong national 

and regional development planning; implement policies for inclusion, resource efficiency and disaster 

risk reduction; support least developed countries in sustainable and resilient building. 

 

2.12 Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production 

SDG 12 is to: "Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns". The 11 targets of the goal 

are: implement the 10‑Year Framework of Programs on Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Patterns; achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources; reducing by half 

the per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and the reduction of food losses 

along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses; achieving the environmentally 

sound management of chemicals and all wastes throughout their life cycle; reducing waste generation 

through prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse; encourage companies to adopt sustainable 

practices; promote public procurement practices that are sustainable; and ensure that people 

everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development. The three 

"means of achieving" targets are: support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and 

technological capacity; develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts; and 

remove market distortions, like fossil fuel subsidies, that encourage wasteful consumption. 

 

2.13 Goal 13: Climate action 

SDG 13 is to: "Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts by regulating emissions 

and promoting developments in renewable energy". The targets cover a wide range of issues 

surrounding climate action. There are five targets in total. The first three targets are "output targets": 

Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related disasters; integrate climate change 

measures into policies and planning; build knowledge and capacity to meet climate change. The 

remaining two targets are "means of achieving" targets: To implement the UN Framework Convention 

on Climate Change; and to promote mechanisms to raise capacity for planning and management.  The 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is the primary international, 

intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change. 

 

2.14 Goal 14: Life below water 

SDG 14 is to: "Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development". The first seven targets are "outcome targets": Reduce marine pollution; protect and 

restore ecosystems; reduce ocean acidification; sustainable fishing; conserve coastal and marine areas; 

end subsidies contributing to overfishing; increase the economic benefits from sustainable use of 

marine resources. The last three targets are "means of achieving" targets: To increase scientific 

knowledge, research and technology for ocean health; support small scale fishers; implement and 

enforce international sea law. 

 

Oceans and fisheries support the global population's economic, social and environmental needs. 

Oceans are the source of life of the planet and the global climate system regulator. They are the world's 

largest ecosystem, home to nearly a million known species. Oceans cover more than two-thirds of the 

earth's surface and contain 97% of the planet's water. They are essential for making the planet livable. 

Rainwater, drinking water and climate are all regulated by ocean temperatures and currents.  
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2.15 Goal 15: Life on land 

SDG 15 is to: "Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity 

loss". The nine "outcome targets" include: Conserve and restore terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems; 

end deforestation and restore degraded forests; end desertification and restore degraded land; ensure 

conservation of mountain ecosystems, protect biodiversity and natural habitats; protect access to 

genetic resources and fair sharing of the benefits; eliminate poaching and trafficking of protected 

species; prevent invasive alien species on land and in water ecosystems; and integrate ecosystem and 

biodiversity in governmental planning. The three "means of achieving targets" include: Increase 

financial resources to conserve and sustainably use ecosystem and biodiversity; finance and incentivize 

sustainable forest management; combat global poaching and trafficking. 

 

2.16 Goal 16: Peace, justice, and strong institutions 

The goal has ten "outcome targets": Reduce violence; protect children from abuse, exploitation, 

trafficking and violence; promote the rule of law and ensure equal access to justice; combat organized 

crime and illicit financial and arms flows, substantially reduce corruption and bribery; develop 

effective, accountable and transparent institutions; ensure responsive, inclusive and representative 

decision-making; strengthen the participation in global governance; provide universal legal identity; 

ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms. There are also two "means of 

achieving targets": Strengthen national institutions to prevent violence and combat crime and 

terrorism; promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies. 

 

2.17 Goal 17: Partnership for the goals 

This goal has 19 outcome targets and 24 indicators. Increasing international cooperation is seen as vital 

to achieving each of the 16 previous goals. Goal 17 is included to assure that countries and 

organizations cooperate instead of competing. Developing multi-stakeholder partnerships to share 

knowledge, expertise, technology, and financial support is seen as critical to overall success of the 

SDGs. The goal encompasses improving north–south and South-South cooperation, and public-private 

partnerships which involve civil societies are specifically mentioned. 

 

3. Cross-cutting issues 

To achieve sustainable development, three sectors need to come together: The economic, socio-

political, and environmental sectors are all critically important and interdependent. Progress will 

require multidisciplinary and trans-disciplinary research across all three sectors. This proves difficult 

when major governments fail to support it.  

 

4. Gender equality 

The widespread consensus is that progress on all of the SDGs will be stalled if women's empowerment 

and gender equality are not prioritized and treated holistically. The SDGs look to policy makers as 

well as private sector executives and board members to work toward gender equality. Statements from 

diverse sources, such as the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), UN 

Women and the World Pensions Forum, have noted that investments in women and girls have positive 

impacts on economies. National and global development investments in women and girls often exceed 

their initial scope. Gender equality is mainstreamed throughout the SDG framework by ensuring that 

as much sex-disaggregated data as possible are collected. 

 

5. Education 

Education for sustainable development (ESD) is explicitly recognized in the SDGs as part of Target 

4.7 of the SDG on education. UNESCO promotes the Global Citizenship Education (GCED) as a 

complementary approach.  At the same time, it is important to emphasize ESD's importance for all the 

other 16 SDGs. With its overall aim to develop cross-cutting sustainability competencies in learners, 
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ESD is an essential contribution to all efforts to achieve the SDGs. This would enable individuals to 

contribute to sustainable development by promoting societal, economic and political change as well as 

by transforming their own behavior. 

 

6. Culture 

Culture is explicitly referenced in SDG 11 Target 4 ("Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the 

world's cultural and natural heritage"). However, culture is seen as a cross-cutting theme because it 

impacts several SDGs. 

 

7. Health 

SDGs 1 to 6 directly address health disparities, primarily in developing countries.[95] These six goals 

address key issues in Global Public Health, Poverty, Hunger and Food security, Health, Education, 

Gender equality and women's empowerment, and water and sanitation.  Public health officials can use 

these goals to set their own agenda and plan for smaller scale initiatives for their organizations. These 

goals are designed to lessen the burden of disease and inequality faced by developing countries and 

lead to a healthier future. The links between the various sustainable development goals and public 

health are numerous and well established: Living below the poverty line is attributed to poorer health 

outcomes and can be even worse for persons living in developing countries where extreme poverty is 

more common. 

 

8. Implementation and support 

Implementation of the SDGs started worldwide in 2016. This process can also be called "Localizing 

the SDGs". Individual people, universities, governments, institutions and organizations of all kinds 

work are working separately but one or more goals at the same time. Individual governments must 

translate the goals into national legislation, develop a plan of action, and establish their own budget. 

However, at the same time, they must be open to and actively searching for partners. Coordination at 

the international level is crucial, making partnerships valuable. The SDGs note that countries with less 

access to financial resources need partnerships with more well-to-do countries. 

 

9. Challenges 

The COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 has offered countries an opportunity to build recovery plans that 

will change current trends and also change consumption and production patterns towards achieving a 

more sustainable future.  The pandemic has proved that weaknesses emerge from our systems, and to 

meet sustainable development goals, responsibility should begin from our governments down to other 

civil servants. 

 

10. Financing 

The Rockefeller Foundation asserts that "The key to financing and achieving the SDGs lies in 

mobilizing a greater share of the $200+ trillion in annual private capital investment flows toward 

development efforts, and philanthropy has a critical role to play in catalyzing this shift. Large-scale 

funders participating in a Rockefeller Foundation-hosted design thinking workshop concluded that 

"while there is a moral imperative to achieve the SDGs, failure is inevitable if there aren't drastic 

changes to how we go about financing large scale change". 

 

11. Communication and advocacy 

UN agencies which are part of the United Nations Development Group decided to support an 

independent campaign to communicate the new SDGs to a wider audience. This campaign, "Project 

Everyone," had the support of corporate institutions and other international organizations. Using the 

text drafted by diplomats at the UN level, a team of communication specialists developed icons for 

every goal. They also shortened the title "The 17 Sustainable Development Goals" to "Global 
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Goals/17#GlobalGoals," then ran workshops and conferences to communicate the Global Goals to a 

global audience. 

 

12. Importance of technology and connectivity 

Several years after the launch of the SDGs, growing voices called for more emphasis on the need for 

technology and internet connectivity within the goals. In September 2020, the UN Broadband 

Commission for Sustainable Development called for digital connectivity to be established as a 

“foundational pillar” for achieving all the SDGs. In a document titled “Global Goal of Universal 

Connectivity Manifesto”, the Broadband Commission said: “As we define the ‘new normal’ for our 

post-COVID world, leaving no one behind means leaving no one offline.” 
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