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great and noble 

work and  days 

Reader’s companion to word 

literature  

‘The work and days is a didactic poem,and the lesson it teaches is that man must work   hesiod 

has nothing to tell of the glorious deeds of godlike kings. His theme is the hard life of the 

peasants’- p.209. 
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The matter of literature is life , and tragedy is , in a special sense the ‘imitation of life’ of human 

welfare and human misery, it is the representation of a sustained action of a great and serious 

kind , in which character find for itself outward and energetic expression.’  

                                        -Aristotle’s theory of poetry and fine art.p.226 
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‘Eclogues’ 

1. No Poet is to compose any verses which offend the views of law and justice, of beauty 

and goodness, professed by the state, or to publish any composition until it has been seen 

and approved by the proper Judges and guardians of the law. 

Law, 801 C-D 

 

2. Let us assure the poetry, which aims at pleasure and the art of imitation, that if she will 

only prove her title to exist in a well ordered state, we shall be delighted to receive her; 

we are very conscious of her charms. 

      Dialogues of plato, (B. Jowett) Vol. II. p.484 

3. The best of us ,as I conceive when we listen to a passage of Homer, or one of the 

tragedians, the best of us , you know ,delight in giving way  to sympathy ….’  

Dialogues of plato, (B.Jowett) Vol.II.p.488 

4. ‘Thus by means of mythology, pindar links the glory of the past to the glory of the 

present, While at the same time he creates an appropriate atmosphere for the moral and 

religious instruction he weaves into her verses’ 

The Reader’s Companion to world Literature –p.334 

5.  

6. Literary criticism in Antiquity ,by J.W.H. Atkins .P.18 
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7. ‘I (Aristophanes) put things on the stage that come from daily life and business; I 

mingled reasoning with my art, and shrewdness, till I fired their heart.’ 

The making of literature, p.28 

8. ‘First , the instinct of imitation is implanted in man from childhood, and through 

imitation learns his earliest  lessons and no less universal is the pleasure felt in things 

imitated ….. Next there is instinct for ‘harmony’ and ‘rhythm, metres being manifestly 

sections of rhythm.’  

Aristotle‘s Theory of poetry and fine Arts, (S. H. Buther), P.15 

9. ‘A lofty passage does not Convince the reason of the reader, but takes him out of himself 

,that which is  admirable ever confounds our judgment and eclipses that which is more 

reasonable or agreeable’ 

On the sublime, edt by T.A. Moxon. 

10. ‘…… Nothing is so conducive to sublimity as an appropriate display of genuine passion , 

which bursts out with a kind of  fine madness and  divine inspiration  and falls on our 

ears like the voice of a god ’ 

On the sublime,  

11. 

12. The arts poetica of Horace is a climax to all this history in the neat Compression of his 

statement about a choice that was no choice at all. People like to ask whether a good 

poem comes natural or is produced by craft. So far as I can see, neither book. Learning 

without a lot of neither inspiration nor unimproved genius can get very far. The two 

things work together and need each other. 

Literary Criticism: A Short History .p-93 

13. ‘Literary Criticism: A Short History. 

14. In the Eclogues he gave pastoral poetry its permanent direction. In  the Georgics he 

created a type poem completely new. In the Acneid he not only expressed the hopes and 

aspirations of a whole nation, he went beyond this to reveal the mustery of the sadness 

that lies at the heart of life’ 

The Reader’s Companion to world Literature, p-47 

15. ‘….. One must remember that Quintilian (Marcus fapius Quintilian us) is judging the 

writers he discusses solely for their value to an orator. 

The Reader’s Companion to world Literature, p-372 

 


