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Abstract:  
Mukherjee has become a star for her distinctive approach to expatriate hood as a 

metaphysical expertise of exile. She has depicted girls as humans and people. She presents the 

image of expatriate women and trauma of being an immigrant. Bharati Mukherjee, an Indo-

American author of the recent times, has bestowed her themes by depiction in her fiction the 

issues two- faced by Indian and alternative Third- world immigrants, who arrange to assimilate into 

North-American life vogue. This paper talks about Bharati Mukherjee’s novel named Wife in which 

how Mukherjee describes the dilemma of an Indian wife who migrate to America and her inability to 

perform and transformation into an American life lead Dimple’s life into isolation and at the end it 

leads her into murder. 
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1. Introduction 
India’s contribution to World Literature is noteworthy. Indian writing and Indian writers as well 

as women writers have created a mark on the globe literary scene. Indian English literature since 

Independence reflects an upscale diversity. Multi featured aspects of the new writing 

is delineate within the fiction of Amitav Ghosh, Vikram Seth, Vikram 

Chandra, Rushdie, tocall many women writers aren't insulant behid. Variety of women writers’ 

are  rising on the literary celestial sphere. Anita Desai, Kamala Markandaya, Shashi Deshpande, 

Shobha De, Manju Kapoor, Bharati Mukherjee square measure writing from 

a clearly women’s purpose of read. These and alternative girls writers have given a graphic image of 

Indian women in their works. The new woman delineates in these works refuses to evolve to 

age previous traditions and really represents the Indian culture that's at the cross-roads of transition. 

These all women writers write concerning women as victims of violence, hypocrisy exploitation and 

discrimination. The main focus within the writings of of these women writers is on the Women’s 

Question. Within the era of fast social changes, Indian women writers have an important role in 

process and formulating modern consciousness. Bharati Mukherjee, an India-born American writer, 

has emerged as a significant literary figure within the world of English literature. She has 

received crucial  acclaim from all quarters of the world during a comparatively short amount of her 

literary career. She is at her best within the depiction of cultural clash between the East and also 

the West. Her fiction really reflects the outlook and mood of this American Society as practised by 

immigrants in America. Society crisis is important theme of recent literature and this subject has 

assumed a larger significance within the gift world of globalisation. Bharati Mukherjee is one 

among the most effective examples of this type of writing. In an interview she clearly states her aim 

in her writing:  

We immigrants have fascinating tales to relate. Many of us have lived in newly independent or 

emerging countries.... 
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when we upshot over selves from those countries and come here, either by choice or out the necessity, 

we suddenly must absorb 200 years of American history and learn to adapt to American society......... 

 I attempt to illustrate this in my novels and short stories. My aim to expose Americans to the 

energetic voice of new settlers in this country
1
. 

Bharati Mukherjee was born on twenty seven Gregorian calendar month 1940, during a Bengali 

Brahmin family of Kolkata. Her father, Sudhir Lal Mukherjee was a pharmacologist and her mother, 

Bina Banejee Mukherjee was a house woman. Mukherjee had an outsized clan and he or she spent her 

early eight years during this family. At the age of eight she visited London along with her 2 sisters 

and at that time she visited Svizzera with her folks, and lived there for concerning 2 and years 

wherever she became fluent in English. In 1951, once her family came back to Asian country, she 

joined the Loreto Convent faculty in Kolkata. She tried her hand at writing a completely unique 

throughout her faculty days in England once she was solely 10 years recent. She lived during a 

luxurious house in Kolkata along with her family. Her family was believed in English education, 

philosophy and English literature as a result of all of them had been westernized. However the family 

additionally believed in Hindu practices and beliefs. In 1958, Mukherjee’s father lost his partnerships 

within the mill and affected his family to Baroda, wherever he joined the analysis and Development 

wing of an outsized Bombay complicated. Within the meanwhile, Bharati Mukherjee completed her 

B.A. (Honours) in English at the University of Kolkata in 1959. Afterwards she took her M.A. degree 

in English from University of Baroda in 1961. 

Mukherjee is an immigrate author. She has modified citizenships and lived in varied cultural milieus 

with estranging rate. There are an ‘on-going quest’ from expatriation to  immigration, in her writings. 

Her major concern as a author features a been the lifetime of South Asian expatriates or immigrants in 

USA and North American country and also the downside of ‘Acculturation’ and ‘Assimilation’. After 

we read her novels, we discover that the works of Mukherjee reveals a movement from expatriation to 

immigration. Expatriation is sort of a widespread development during this century and St. George 

Steiner describes the expatriate author as “The contemporary everyman.”
2
 Uma Parameswaran 

considers the phrase: “The expatriate sensibility as a legitimate literary term in the context of today’s 

common wealth literature.”
3 

Mukherjee’s interpretation of and reaction to her experiences in North 

American country led her to check herself as an expatriate and this theme of expatriation is mirrored 

in her writings in North American country. Bharati Mukherjee admits of being subjected to 

favouritism in North American country. Whereas her husband’s inventive acumen was recognized, 

her potentialities went unnoticed and unresponded too. She toughened herself as ‘a psychological 

expatriate’ in North American country and clung to her ethnic identity: “I remember how bracing it 

was to cloak myself in my own Brahminical elegance.”
4 

Her experiences of immigration from North 

American country to USA, her experiences in North pile, leaving a faint trickle of blood on the linen.  

2. Wife 

Mukherjee’s second novel Wife (1975) takes up an additional complicated dimension of the theme of 

migrator expertise. This novel begins wherever the primary one ends. It centres on the lifetime of a 

class married Bengali woman who migrates from Calcutta to New York. She has, however, not an 

American however one in every of her own expensive countrymen as her husband-a migratory 

engineer Amit Basu. This novels may be read because the quandary of an Indian adult female finding 

herself out of depth during foreign country with an alien surroundings. Dimple Das Gupta, the 

protagonist of the novel, could be a way easier character whose dreams square measure strictly 

materialistic. Dimple has nothing to try to except considering wedding as a result of she thinks that 

wedding could be a blessing in disguise. It’ll bring her freedom, fortune and ideal happiness : 

“Marriage would bring her freedom, cocktail parties on carpeted lawns, fundraising dinners for noble 

charities. Marriage would bring her love”(W 3)
5
. 
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Nothing pleases her over the imagination concerning marrying a fellow who provides her all material 

comforts. All she desires out of life could be a wedding to a neurosurgeon and also the luxuries of 

consumer society. Her drab surroundings in Calcutta fill her with frustration Dimple could be a 

disturbed person, depression could be a serious mental upset that has been portrayed with great ability 

by the writer. Within the novel these are enough ominous signs. The vision of abortion, killing of the 

craniates, a violent act against herself and her husband, the savagery with which Dimplekills 

mouse, one notice that violence is out of all proportion to the thing being killed. Wife the second 

novel of her starting with the psychological effect of her protagonist Dimple who is immigrated wife 

of Amit and Mukherjee narrates the expatriation person’s feelings in a excellent manner as she 

expressed in Dimple :  

She shut the door so it would not escape from her this time……I’ll get you” she screamed.. 

“There is no way out of this? My friend…..” And in an outburst of hatred, her body shuddering, her 

wrist taut with fury, she smashed the top of a small gray head”(W 35)
6
. 

This act of killing could be a manifestation of violence is smouldering within her. Her repulsion 

together with her own pregnancy is born out of her emotion for Amit who fails to feed her phantasm 

world. When her wedding in Amit’s home, she doesn't feel simple there. She doesn't like Amit’s 

mother and sister. She thinks that each one her issues are temporary and with the confirmation of 

immigration they're going to eventually come back to a finish. She has continually lived in a very 

fantastic world, however once she faces the exhausting realities, she starts hating everything: “She 

hated the gray cotton with red roses inside yellow circles that her mother-in law had hung on sagging 

topes against the mental bars of the widow”(W 20)
7.

 Pregnancy could be a boon for Indian ladies as a 

result of their imagined to maintain the continuity of the kindred, however Dimple is singular in that: 

“She thought of ways to get rid of……whatever it was that blocked her tubes and piper”(W 31)
8
. 

Amit wasn't a person for her dreams as a result of he fails to feed her phantasm world. Herself 

abortion raises serious queries relating to her terribly womanhood. Once Amit’s confirmation for 

migration to USA, comes Dimple’s happiness is ineffable she prepares well and sees thereto that 

nothing for a brand new life. Conjointly highlights Dimple’s innate compulsions in otherwise. On 

behalf of me it's a land within which: “Talking about murders was like about weather”. And in reality 

this atmosphere of pervasive crime dulls the sting of her own guilt:  

“She was glad that an elderly couple had been fatally shot on a finishing trip so that she did not have 

to feel guilty about Amit” (W 99)
9
. 

America underneath scores Dimple’s inferiority and he or she contemplates ways in which of 

conveyance and finish to the current excruciating existence. within the subunit housing at Queens she 

feels that the ‘Sens’ disgust with Americans and English language is kind of keep with the sensation 

of in security in an expatriate. In some unspecified time in the future Dimple goes to plug with Meena 

subunit and desires to shop for a cheese cake. She is afraid to travel to the search alone however once 

Meena encourages her she goes there. With very little concern she reaches the search and asks for 

cheese cake. Dimple is therefore afraid that she thinks that the person is confiscating his gun and he or 

she is left with no choice however to be killed while not crying. Here she realizes the distinction 

between Kolkata and New York: “In Calcutta she’d buy from Muslims, Biharis, Christians, Nepalis. 

She was used to marry races; she’d never been a communalist” (W 60)
10

. Life in America, however, a 

minimum of permits Dimple to hunt explanations of the role reserved for a wife in her community 

and to explore strategies of breaking out of the mould created for the middle-class  Indian woman. it's 

quite obvious, then, that Dimple has come back to America able to be remodelled associated willing 

to hunt out an identity that might take her far from the wife like ideals exemplified by Sita and Savitri. 

And nonetheless she fails to interrupt far from her South Asian community or connect with thought 

yank Society. Brinda Bose’s Comment in her perceptive essay ‘A Question of Identity’ wherever 

Gender, Race, and America meet in Bharati Mukherjee’ square measure significantly to the point: 

“Dimple is helplessly caught in the gripping quest for a new female American identity”, for her “a 
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happy guiltless amalgamation seems impossible” and what goes on inside her therefore is a 

“simultaneous fracturing and evolving of identity”
11

. 

 

With the course of time, she starts hating her husband. She thinks that he wasn't the person Dimple 

had needed as husband. Though Amit was happy at one purpose that his wife is turning into 

American, he's quite bound concerning one thing: he doesn't wish her to be “too American” (W 

112)
12

. Dimple is sick with American language and American system. She realizes, however simple it 

had been to measure, to speak and to share with individuals in Calcutta. Asnani pertinently describes 

Dimple’s psychological state to the ‘dilemma of cultures’: “Dimple is entrapped in a dilemma of 

tensions between American culture and society and the traditional constraints surrounding an Indian 

wife, between a feminist desire to be assertive and independent and the Indian need to be submissive 

and self-effacing”
8
. Because of loneliness she is bothered suicide. It looks as if she is crazy with no 

matter is dark, evil, sinister, grotesque murder, suicide, assault these are all fascinating words for her. 

Her mind is often choked with news concerning assault and rape: “In America anything is possible. 

You can be raped and killed on any floor”(W 129)
14

. Dimple out bursts mark her as a frenzied - 

depressive for such spirited gestures or thoughts of rebellion from her are nearly always followed by 

bouts of despair. Dimple’s gloom deepens with each passing day. She currently fails to differentiate 

between what she sees on television and what she thinks and starts considering the murder of her 

husband. She thinks: “She would kill Amit and hide his body in the freezer. The extravagance of the 

scheme delighted her, made her feel very American somehow, almost like a character in a TV Series” 

(W 195)
15

. Given the flight of Dimple’s progress in America, the conclusion of wife is inevitable, she 

should resort to some violent and extreme action to urge out of the bind that expatriation to America 

possesses her into. She loses bit with reality, she conjointly kills her sleep and becomes a sleep walker 

like woman male monarch and ultimately kills Amit while not really considering its consequences. 

After all, she had not seen enough on the screen to comprehend that Woman on television got away 

with murder” (W 213)
16

. She desires to free herself from the wedding tie. One will simply notice that 

the Indian married woman wasn't happy in Calcutta however the violent spirit in her comes in 

America where: “Talking about murder is like talking about the weather” (W 161)
17

. Because of her 

abnormal condition and feeling of loneliness, Dimple murders her husband. This is often the sole act 

of assertion she will be able to create.  

 

3. Conclusion  

Dimple needs to assimilate herself in civilisation however she couldn't do thus. The migratory tension 

has been explored within the character of Dimple. Dimple was less capable than other woman 

protagonists projected in Bharati Mukherjee’s fictions and also not fruitfully adapting to like within 

the United States, and was foiled together with her wedding, the standing that she had been aspiring 

for all her life. She was lacking the required skills or need to be a mother and house-wife that her 

husband expects her to be. Before her wedding she thought of her luxurious life within the USA, 

however once her wedding her dreams square measure shattered. However, Dimple’s mental and 

physical health is getting down to spiral downwardly. America has outwitted for her and she or he is 

gripped by a way of nostalgia. It is American life vogue that arise the question her own happiness and 

freedom. Her ‘splintered-self’ finds resolution to her issues solely in murdering her husband. Thus, it's 

America that intensifies her confusion and turns the violence within out and she or he finally ends up 

as a murder. 
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