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Abstract: 

Now a day, it is essential having a good command over English language and its proficiency. If 

we look over the students of higher secondary class regarding the said skill; then we find many 

questions and problems about the efficiency & proficiency of English language and the basic 

skills of this language. According to my point of view the major problem of the said students is 

that, English language is only a school subject language and not their mother language or 

routine language and also not an operational too. Here, the investigator tries to find out the 

other ways of this problem via this study.   
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1. Introduction 

English language proficiency of the students of Gujarat is always under question. The 

investigator thought over it and decided to investigate the level of their proficiency in English 

language. 
 

2. Statement of the Problem: 

Construction and Standardization of English Language Proficiency test for Higher Secondary 

School Students 
 

3. Objectives of the Study 
1. To construct and standardize English language proficiency test for higher secondary school 

students. 

2. To investigate the significance of difference in English language proficiency between 

subgroups based on standard, area, sex, stream and medium of instruction. 
 

4. Hypotheses of the Study 

Ho1. There is no significant difference between the mean scores of English Language 

Proficiency Test of students between subgroups based on standard, area, sex, stream and 

medium of instruction.  

Ho2. There is no significant difference between the mean scores of the various components of 

the English Language Proficiency Test between subgroups based on standard, area, sex, 

stream and medium of instruction.  
    
5. Definition of Key Terms 

5.1 English Language Proficiency Test 

For present research, the term means a research tool designed to measure the English language 

proficiency which comprises of components like vocabulary, grammar in use, reading 

comprehension, and written expression and which tests the ability of the students to comprehend 

text, to use English language correctly and effectively with proper selection of words and better 

way of expression. 
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6. Variables under the Study 
For present study following variables have been selected. 

Table 1.Variables of the Study 
Sr. 

No. 

Name of Variable Type of 

Variable 

No. of 

Levels 

Details of Variables Tool used 

1 Area Independent 2 Urban\Rural Primary Data 

2 Gender Independent 2 Male\Female Primary Data 

3 Stream Independent 3 Arts, Commerce, Science Primary Data 

4 Medium of Ins. Independent 2 Gujarati, English Primary Data 

5 Standard Independent 2 XI, XII Primary Data 

6 English Language 

Proficiency 

Dependent - - Self Made Test 

 

7. Research Method of the Study 

Survey method was used. Scores were obtained on the test. So, it also becomes a quantitative 

method. In addition, norms are also established. Hence, it becomes a Normative Study. 
 

8. Sample of the Study 

For present research, sample was selected via stratified random sampling. The state of Gujarat 

was divided into five zones namely North Gujarat, South Gujarat, Central Gujarat, Saurashtra 

and Kacchh. Districts, tehsils, schools and students were selected randomly. The sample 

consisted of 2225 students. 
 

9. Construction of the English Language Proficiency Test 

The investigator decided to frame the test having four language components namely Grammar in 

Use, Reading Comprehension, Expression, Vocabulary. After referring various tests, the 

investigator made first draft of the test. After pre-piloting and receiving the suggestions of 

experts, piloting of the study was carried out. After item analysis proper items were selected in 

the final form of the test. There were 70 items in the final form which are classified in the 

following table. 
 

10. Final Form of the Test 

Table 2. Test form 
Component No. of Items 

Grammar in Use 30 

Reading Comprehension 10 

Expression 17 

Vocabulary 13 
   
 

11. Collection of Data 

Investigator visited the schools personally and the data was collected from the selected sample 
 

12. Statistical Techniques 

For descriptive analysis of the data mean, median were computed. Skewness and kurtosis were 

found out and the C.R of skewness and kurtosis were also computed. For inferential statistics t- 

test and F- test were used.  
 

13. Reliability, Validity and Norms 

13.1 Reliability 

Reliability was obtained via Test-Retest Method and Split-half Method. The details of reliability 

are as under. 

Table 3. Reliability Quotient 
No. No. of Students Method Reliability Quotient 

1 97 Test – Retest Method 0.90 

2 84 Split-Half Method 0.81 
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Thus, the reliability quotient via different methods is found in the range of 0.81 to 0.90 which is 

high and positive. So, it can be said that the test is reliable. 
 

14. Validity of the Test 

Face validity, content validity, construct validity, content validity, construct validity were found 

quite good. The concurrent validity was found in the range of 0.76 to 0.89. 
 

15. Factor Analysis 
Factor analysis through principle component method was established. Two common components 

were found. One is Comprehension Ability and the other is Verbal Ability. Scree plot was 

derived. 
 

16. Findings 
After testing the hypotheses, findings should be drawn. Proper interpretation also should be 

drawn on the bases of findings. The findings of the study are as follows. 

1. The average English Language Proficiency of the students of Gujarat found on the test is 

27.37 (39.1%) which is very low. 

2. Students of standard XI score higher than the students of standard XII.  

3. Students of urban area score higher than the students of rural area.  

4. Female students score higher than their male counterparts.  

5. Students of Commerce stream score higher than the students of Arts stream and the     

students of Science stream score higher than the students of Commerce stream.  

6. Students of English medium score higher than the students of Gujarati medium.  

7. Same findings were found with reference to different components of the test. 
 

References    
1. Acharya, M.D. (2005). Effectiveness of Games, Work-card and Self-Instructional Material on 

English Language Learning. Rajkot: Saurashtra University. 

2. Agarwal, J.C. (1966). Educational Research. New Delhi: Arya Book Depot. 

3. Agarwal, L.P. (2005). Modern Education Research. New Delhi: Dominant Publishers & 

Distributiors. 

4. Ahmen, J.H. (1966). Testing in Education. New Delhi: Prentice Hall of India PVt. Ltd. 

5. Albaugh, R.M. (1962). Thesis Writings. New Jersey: Adams and Co. 

6. Anastasi, A. (1988). Psychological Testing. New York: The Macmillan Co. 

7. Bahri, Harder (1985). Definitional Dictionary of Linguistic Terms. New Delhi: National Publishing 

House 

8. Bertran, Arthur & P. Joseph (1980). Test Measurement and Evaluation Approach. California: 

Addition Wesley Publishing Company 

9. Best, John W. (1977); Research in Education, New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc. 

10. Best, John W.& Kahan, James V. (2005). Research in Education (Ninth Edition). New Delhi: 

Pearson Education (Singapore) Pvt. Ltd., Indian Branch 

11. Bloom, B.S. (1956). Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, the Classification of Educational Goals. 

Toronto: Longman, Green and Co. 

12. Borg, Walter R. and Gall, Meredith D. (1983). Educational Research: An Introduction. (4
th
 Ed.) 

London, Longman Inc. 

13. Bramble, W.J. (1979). Understanding and Conducting Research. (Second Edition) Singapore: Mc-

Graw Hill Book Co. 

14. Brett, Arlene and Herley, Michael (1998). Vocabulary Acquisition from Listening to Stories and 

Explanations of Target Words.  Chicago: University of Miami,  

15. Brown, F.H. (1983). Principle of Education and Psychological testing. (Third Edition) New York: 

Holt Rinehard and Winston. 

16. Buch, M.B. (1983-87), Fourth Survey of Research in Education. New Delhi. National Council of 

Educational Research and Training, New Delhi. 



Dr. Ashok S. Thakkar [Subject: Education]  International Journal 
of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences 

     Vol. 1, Issue: 9, December 2013 

ISSN:(P) 2347-5404 ISSN:(O)2320 771X 
 
 

 

 

 

  25   Online International, Refereed (Reviewed) & Indexed Monthly Journal             www.raijmr.com 
RET Academy for International Journals of Multidisciplinary Research (RAIJMR) 

 

17. Carchill, Avary and Suarez, Carola (2009). Explaining English Language Proficiency among 

Adolescent Immigrant Students. Boston: Boston College. 

18. Chan, Dorothy M. & Jan, L. Plass (1999). Effect of Multimedia, Annotations on vocabulary 

Acquisition. California: Uni. Of California. 

19. Collins (1987), Cobuild English Language Dictionary, Collins Publishers, The University of 

Bermingham. 

20. Cronbach, L.J. (1954). Essentials of Psychological Testing. New York: Harper and Row Co. 

21. Dave, J.D. (1995). An Inquiry into the Effectiveness of the Communicative, Structural, 

Conventional Approaches to English Language Teaching at Secondary Level. Rajkot: 

Saurashtra University. 

22. Desai, K.G. (1954). Construction and Standardization of a Battery of Group Tests of intelligence in 

Gujarat. Ahmedabad: Bharat Prakashan. 

23. Dictionaries and Encyclopedias: 

24. English, H.B. and English, A.C. (1958), A Comprehensive Dictionary of psychoanalytical Terms, 

London: Longmans. 

25. Fifth Survey of Educational Research (1988-92) New Delhi. National Council of Educational 

Research and Training. 

26. Flower, H.W. & Flower, F.G. (1969). The Concise Oxford Dictionary. Oxord: The Clarendon 

Press 

27. Freeman, F.S. (1968). Theory and Practice of Psychological Testing. Kolkata:Oxford & IBH 

Publishing Company 

28. Garalnik, David B. (1968). Webster’s New World Dictionary. (Second Edition) New York: World 

Publishing Ltd. 

29. Gerrett, Henry E. (1973). Statistics in Psychology and Education. Bombay: Viki’s Feffort & 

Simons Pvt. Ltd. 

30. Good, C.V. (1959), Dictionary of Education, (2
nd

 Edition), New York : McGraw Hill Book Co. 

Inc. 

31. Iheanacho, Chimekla Clement (1997). Effect of Two Multimedia Computer Assisted Learning 

Programmes on Vocabulary Acquisition of Intermediate Level ESL Students. Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute & State Uni. http://en/wikipedia./org/wiki/poetry 

32. Jackson, B.K. (1975). Measuring Educational Outcomes Fundamentals of Testing. New York: 

Harcourt Brasce Jabvanovich International Edition. 

33. Jain, Brij (1987). A Study of English Language Teaching in Secondary Schools of Gujarat. 

Baroda: The Maharaja Sayajirao University. 

34. Kaul, Lokesh (1984). Methodology of Educational Research. New Delshi: Vikar Publishing House 

Pvt. Ltd. 

35. Kaur, Sarjit (2002). Problems in Assessing Proficiency in English among Foreign Postgraduate 

Students. Malaysia: Uni. of Malaysia. 

36. Khan, Yusuf (1983). Construction and Standardization of Diagnostic Test in English for Standard 

VIII with Regard to Structures. Nagpur: Nagpur University. 

37. Kotak, Gira H. (1981). Development of a Course for Increasing the Reading Proficiecny in English 

of the Post High School Students of Gujarat. Ahmedabad: Gujarat University. In M.B. Buch 

(Ed.) Third Survey of Research in Education (p.593)  New Delhi: NCERT, 19 

38. Kudesia, U.C. (1997). An Experimental Comparison of Discussion Method and Lecture Method in 

Teaching Technical English to First Year Students of Polytechnics, TTTI, Bhopal. 

Bhopal:TTTI. 

39. Kulkar, K.R. (1989). Construction and Standardization of Unit Tests in the Subject Marathi for 

Pupils of Standard VIII. Shivaji University. 

40. Lado, Robert (1965). Language Testing: The Construction and Use of Foreign Language Test. 

London: Lowe and Brydone Printers Ltd. 

41. Laufer, Batia (1997). The development of Passive and Active Vocabulary in a Second Language: 

Same or Different. Uni. of Haifa 

42. Lionel, G.C. (1982). A Psycholinguistic Strategy for Teaching Reading English with 

Comprehension to the Students of Standard XI at the plus two Level. Madras: Madras Uni. 

43. Longman, (1985). Longman Dictionary of the English Language. 

http://en/wikipedia./org/wiki/poetry


Dr. Ashok S. Thakkar [Subject: Education]  International Journal 
of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences 

     Vol. 1, Issue: 9, December 2013 

ISSN:(P) 2347-5404 ISSN:(O)2320 771X 
 
 

 

 

 

  26   Online International, Refereed (Reviewed) & Indexed Monthly Journal             www.raijmr.com 
RET Academy for International Journals of Multidisciplinary Research (RAIJMR) 

 

44. MaCarthy, D. (1968). Language Development in Children in Manual of Child Psychology. New 

Delhi: Wiley: Eastern Private Ltd. 

45. Macbride, Catherine & Wallgang Richard R.  (2005). The Role of Morphological Awareness of 

Children’s Acquisition in English. Florida: University of Hong kong, Florida State Uni. 

46. Mehrotra, S.P. & Sukhiya (1966). Element of Educational Research. New Delhi: Allied Publishers 

Pvt. Td. 

47. Merriam, Webster’s Collegiat Dictionary (2001), Dictionary of Modern English Encyclopedia 

Britannica Pvt. Ltd. U.S.A. 

48. Monroe, W.S. & Englehart M.D. (1928). The Techniques of Educational Research. Urbana, 

Illions: Bureau of Educational Research, University of Illions, Bulletin No. 18 

49. Mouley, George J. (1970). The Science of Educational research Methods. University of London 

Press Ltd. 

50. Patil, V.C. & Patil, B.c. (1976). Problems in Indian Education. Oxford: IBM Publishing Company 

51. Pei, Merio and Gaynor, Frank (1954). Dictionary of Linguistics. New York: Philosophical Library. 

52. R., Manjula (1991). Construction and Standardization of a Reading Readiness Test in English for 

Pre School Children. Banglore: Banglore University 

53. Rabab’ah, Ghaleb (2009). An Investigation into the Strategic Competence of Arab Learners of 

English at Jordanian Universities. Jordan: Yarmouk University. 

54. Ramamoorthy, V. (1992). Common Spelling Errors in English Committed by Standard VI Students 

of Matriculation School and Remedial Teaching Programme. Madurai Kamraj University 

55. Salvi, Ramilaben C. (1991). A Study of the Effectiveness of Concept Attainment Model for 

Teaching concepts of the English Language. Ahmedabad: Gujarat University. 

56. Siddhu, Kulbirsingh (1984). Methodology of Research in Education. New Delhi: Sterling 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

57. Sophie, Arkoudis, Lesleyanne, Hawthrone, Chi Baik, Dean Leach, Emmaline Bexley (2010). The 

Impact of English Language Proficiency and Workplace Readiness on the Employment 

Outcomes of Tertiary International Students. Melbourne : Centre for the Study of Higher 

Education, Uni. of Melbourne 

58. The American Heritage Dictionaries of the English Language. Fourth Edition 2004 

59. Vyas, Dilip K. (2007). Construction and Standardization of Vocabulary Test in English Subject for 

the Students of Std. IX. Rajkot: Saurashtra University.  

60. Webster (1989), Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language, Portland House, 

New York. Surveys: 

61. www. / eric.ed.gov /ERI Cwebportal /search 

62. http:// aer.sagepub.com/ content/45/4/1155.abstract 

63. http:// aer.sagepub.com/ content/45/4/1155.abstract 

64. http:// aer.sagepub.com/ content/45/4/1155.abstract 

65. http:// aer.sagepub.com/ content/45/4/1155.abstract 

66. http:// www.ials.ed.as.uk/Ph.d. Abstract.htm 

67. http://rababah.com.50megs.co/custom2.html. 

68. http://ultibase.rmit.edu.au/Articles/may00/Kaur1.htm 

69. http://www.annualreview of Psychology 

70. http://www.annualreview of sociology 

71. http://www.encyclopediabritanica,org 

72. http://www.google-online.org 

73. http://www.oxfordjournals.org 

74. http://www.wikipedia-free encyclopedia 

 

http://www.ials.ed.as.uk/Ph.d.%20Abstract.htm
http://rababah.com.50megs.co/custom2.html
http://ultibase.rmit.edu.au/Articles/may00/Kaur1.htm
http://www.annualreview/
http://www.annualreview/
http://www.encyclopediabritanica,org/
http://www.google-online.org/
http://www.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.wikipedia-free/

